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08:00 – 08:30 Company Registration: UCD Astra Hall
08:30 – 09:15 Official Opening: UCD FitzGerald Debating Chamber

Chairperson
Professor Alex Evans, Dean of Agriculture, 
UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science
Keynote Addresses
Mr Michael Creed TD, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
Mr William Coffey, Chair, UCD Agricultural Science Careers Committee 
Presentation of prizes by ASA President
Prizes presented for winners of the 2018 ASA “Mock Interview” 
series by ASA President, Mr Derrie Dillon 

09:15 – 09:30 Stage 4 Photograph: UCD Student Centre 

09:30 – 13:00 UCD Agriculture, Food Science & Human Nutrition Careers Fair 
UCD Astra Hall
Discussion Session
Companies/potential employers meet final year students 
in an informal setting, also a chance to submit CVs.

10:30 – 12:30 Company Presentations: Blue Room, UCD Student Centre
A selection of companies will provide short presentations on 
their graduate programmes, positions, training, etc.

Discussion session in Astra Hall will be ongoing

13:00 Careers Fair Event Close

13:00 Lunch: The Clubhouse Bar
Complimentary lunch for exhibitors and 
members of the AgSoc Careers Committee

UCD Agriculture,
Food Science and Human Nutrition 
Careers Day
Wednesday, 14th February 2018
UCD Student Centre
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Foreword from Chairperson 
It is a privilege to welcome my fellow fourth year students and potential employers to our annual 
Careers Day in the UCD Student Centre. Each year this event grows from strength to strength 
and it proves to be extremely successful for both employers and students. This event is the only 
one of its kind in UCD where students take it upon themselves to organise their own careers 
event, showing immense initiative, leadership and organisational skills. 

 The Agri-food sector In Ireland is undergoing huge growth and change at present. There has 
been turbulence since the abolition of milk quotas in 2015, and now uncertainty surrounding 
Brexit and the U.S market. Nevertheless, this is an exciting time for Ag and Food graduates, 
with huge opportunities here at home and abroad. Careers Day has a significant role to play 
for the graduating class of 2018, it provides us with an opportunity to showcase all the talents, 
knowledge and experience which we have acquired and perfected throughout our four years of 
study and work experience. 

Careers Day also provides an excellent opportunity for the companies present here to handpick suitable future graduates 
for their business. Having the right people is paramount to the success of any organisation no matter how big or small, 
old or new. I can assure you that the UCD students here today are the exact ones any company would want to represent 
them. The education we have received in UCD over the past four years has moulded us into progressive, innovative 
young people with a hunger to make a difference in our industry. This passion and drive will stand to us as and will 
hopefully culminate in long and successful careers in the Agri-Food sector.

The Graduate Handbook provides a brief synopsis of the Class of 2018 and it serves as an invaluable resource to companies 
who wish to recruit employees now and into the future.

As Careers Chairperson, on behalf of the Careers Committee, I would like to thank all who contributed in any way to 
the success of today, especially Farm Relief Services who generously sponsored this Graduate Booklet. I would like to 
thank Mr Michael Creed, Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine who has taken time out of his hectic schedule to 
be here and speak to us. I would also like to thank Dean of Agriculture Professor Alex Evans and President of the ASA, 
Mr. Derrie Dillion for attending Careers Day. Mr. Damien Dempsey and Ms. Tara Walsh deserve some special thanks 
for without their continued support and assistance in the last number of months, today would have not been possible. 
Their advice and guidance throughout the year has ensured a successful event today and the Committee and indeed the 
students are indebted to them for all their hard work. I would also like to thank the remainder of the staff in the School 
of Agriculture and Food Science Programme Office. I would like to thank the Careers Committee for their hard work 
and tremendous effort in preparing for today and helping to compile this Handbook. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish my fellow students every success and happiness in the future. It has 
been a pleasure and a fantastic experience to hold the position of Agricultural Science Careers Chairperson for 2017/18, 
and even more so to be a part of Agriculture and Food Science in UCD for the last four years. I think I speak for everyone 
when I say there is no course like it anywhere, and I've thoroughly enjoyed every minute with you all.

Sincerely,
William Coffey

Careers Committee Chairperson
Agricultural Science Society 2017/18
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Careers Committee

Foreword from the Dean of Agriculture
It is my honour to welcome you to the annual Agriculture, Food Science and Human Nutrition 
Careers Day here in UCD. The event is wholly organised by the students that features a number 
of career related activities and is an important date in the calendar for prospective employers to 
gauge the interest and skills of our soon-to-be graduates. Congratulations to William Coffey and 
his committee for organising the event and producing this valuable booklet. Thanks also to the 
many people from industry that have contributed to the day in giving freely of their time and 
expertise to make the Careers Day a success. 

The last year (2017) was another record year for agriculture, food and drink in Ireland with 
exports exceeding €12 billion for the first time. Approximately one third of our products go to 

each of the UK, EU and international destinations; comprising 180 markets worldwide. This growth is impressive and 
is testament to the hard work of each person and company working in the industry. Collectively the brand that Ireland 
continues to present to each of the markets benefits our image and our ability to do business into the future. This is as 
important in education markets as it is in markets for other products. While there is a lot of optimism, many challenges 
face those at all levels of the industry. These challenges are changing the way planning for the future is taking place with 
increased emphasis on achieving short term specific goals, while at the same time setting long-term direction-of-travel 
objectives that can be shaped by and respond to future challenges.

What we are certain of though is the quality of our graduates. Presented in this booklet is an introduction to a group of 
high achieving and ambitious people. Each of them have chosen to specialise in one of more areas of the agriculture and 
food industries, but have the skills to solve problems in the future that do not yet exist. I wish them the very best in their 
careers, to work hard, to tackle wicked problems and also to continue learning and enjoy what life has to offer. 

Professor Alexander Evans
Dean of Agricultural Sciences

uary 2018
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Martin Barry
Curraheen, Conna, Co. Cork
Phone: 0861238866        
Email: martin.barry@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest and reliable individual with a strong work ethic, hoping to pursue a challenging and 
rewarding career within the agri-food industry. During my period of PWE, I have gained invaluable 
practical experience working across various pig, sheep, dairy, beef, and tillage enterprises around 
Ireland. I have proven to be a diligent and hardworking person, as evidenced throughout my PWE 
and other part-time jobs. I thoroughly enjoy on the job learning, and am always open to learning new 
skills. I am in possession of a full, clean driver’s licence, my own transport and a willingness to travel.

Emily Bray
Balbrigh, Robinstown, Navan, Co. Meath.
Phone: 0862662755
Email: emily.bray@ucdconnect.ie  
I am a reliable, hard-working, enthusiastic individual with a strong work ethic due to practical 
involvement in farming from a young age. I gained valuable experience and skills in dairy, pig, beef, 
sheep and crop production (Kildalton, DAFM) while on PWE. My experiences from work placement 
have proved invaluable as I worked individually and as part of a team and with many different people. I 
have a full drivers license and am open to a career in all areas of agriculture, both at home and abroad.

Aodhan Brennan 
Farnans, Wolfhill, Co.Laois.
Phone: 0852071695
Email: aodhan.brennan@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a beef background my interest in agriculture began from an early age. Extensive PWE 
placements allowed me to explore each aspect of Animal and Crop Production from Greenfield 
Demonstration Farm to Teagasc Oakpark. I consider my hard working ethic, passion for the industry 
and determination to continuously improve and further my career as paramount to my future in the 
industry. I hold a clean drivers licence and have my own transport. I have a keen interest in all things 
sport, particularly Gaelic football .I look forward to positively contributing to the rapidly changing 
and expanding global Agricultural Industry.

Ellen Buckley
Address: Glenarousk, Castlelyons, Co.Cork
Phone: 0863643397
Email: ellen.buckley@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a tillage farm, I have always had a strong passion for agriculture. During my PWE, I 
travelled to New Zealand and worked on an 840 cow dairy farm, which was an amazing experience. As 
one of the winners of the ASA/Irish Farmers Journal PWE Scholarship 2016/17, I published a series of 
blogs for IFJ readers on my experience overseas. I also completed an internship in the National Dairy 
Council which was a brilliant insight into the dairy industry. I am also very involved with the charity 
UCD Volunteers Overseas with whom I volunteered in an Indian orphanage and school.

Colm Carpenter
Fordstown, Navan, Co. Meath
Phone: 083-8049999     Email: colmpc.carpenter@gmail.com  
My interpersonal and communication skills are coupled with a strong work ethic, proven account-
ability and motivation to deliver personal and organisational goals. I have years of extensive and in 
depth work experience in all sectors of agriculture, having been from a mixed enterprise at home, 
comprising of Tillage, Dairy and Beef. I travelled during my work experience to the US, UK and 
spent a short period of time in the Ukraine, I also spent a lot of time working with the Teagasc re-
search center, where I gained very valuable knowledge and networking skills. As the old saying goes, 
‘if you leave one wolf alive none of your sheep are safe’.

Animal and Crop Production
This programme gives an in-depth technical knowledge on how to produce and manage the major economic crops 
and animals (dairy, beef, sheep, pigs and poultry), as well as building business and communication skills.
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Thomas Cashen
Clonmore, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow
Phone: 0852026439    Email: thomas.cashen@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hard-working, and reliable person. I come from a beef farming background, which has 
helped me to become a fast learner and to be able to adapt to change, and make the most out of every situation. 
I have gained experience in the agri-feed sector by working with Charles R Wynne feed ltd through part 
time work and PWE. During PWE I also travelled to work on a large dairy farm in South Canterbury, New 
Zealand, where I learned about the running of a large dairy farm. I am highly motivated, competitive, and 
work extremely well as part of a team, something I have learned through being heavily involved in Rugby. 
I have a full driver’s license and I am willing to travel. I am looking forward to contributing to the growing 
agricultural industry. 

Aoife Collins
Ballaghymurry, Ballymoe, Co. Galway
Phone: 0862014136    Email: aoifecollins1410@gmail.com
An ambitious, enthusiastic, hard-working and reliable individual with a passion for agriculture. I 
gained valuable experience throughout my degree especially during PWE. I was involved with a dairy 
farm, Teagasc, Alltech and Easyfix for which I received a Distinction. This provided me with hands 
on experience in assisting with trials and compiling data for research. I possess excellent people skills 
as I have 4 year’s customer service experience with Lidl alongside studying for my degree. My ability 
to work well as part of a team can be seen through my role as secretary of UCD AgSoc. I am looking 
forward to a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural sector.

Niall Connolly
Bunnafedia, Dromard, Co. Sligo. 
Phone: 087 2819613    Email: niall.connolly@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, highly motivated and success driven individual with a huge passion for Agriculture. 
I possess excellent communication skills and have a positive attitude towards people, working either as 
part of a team or on my own initiative. I come from a strong sheep and beef background. My time spent on 
PWE has furthered my academic and practical knowledge in a wide variety of areas within the Agricultural 
Industry which includes Teagasc, Aurivo Animal feeds along with dairy, pig and tillage enterprises. I am 
looking forward to my future career with a keen interest in animal nutrition and farm advisory.

Alan Connolly
Kiltiernan, Kilcolgan, Co. Galway
Phone: 086 3349762     Email: alan.connolly@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, reliable and driven individual with a passion for the agricultural industry. My 
suckler background has instilled a good work ethic in me, along with having an interest in all aspects 
of agriculture. I have gained invaluable experience from PWE, while working on a dairy farm in New 
Zealand as well as a large scale tillage farm in England. I am a very organised and punctual individual 
who works well both individually or as part of a team. I look forward to be graduating in an exciting 
time for Irish agriculture, where I hope to play a part in the industry’s growth and development. I also 
have a full  clean drivers licence.  

Áine Corrigan
Annagh, Oldcastle, County Meath
Phone: 08795050105    Email: aine.corrigan@ucdconnect.ie
I am hard working and determined. I have a great passion for agriculture which comes from growing up 
and actively work on a mixed sheep and beef enterprise. I gained invaluable experience while completing 
PWE last year for which I received a distinction. I got the opportunity to work in America with Emerald 
Dairies. The immense scale and progressive technologies used there opened my mind to the potential 
Irish agriculture possesses to expand and grow. I was the recipient of the Gerry Bird Merit Award in 2016 
which allowed me to carry out placement with OCAE Consultants and IAS Labs. Overall PWE proved to 
me that I have the essential skills required to work in this challenging, ever changing industry.

Conor Doyle
Oulartard House, Ferns, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 087-9775001    Email: Conord576@gmail.com
I am a confident, hardworking, diligent person who is self-motivated and possesses a serious desire to 
succeed and achieve my potential. I have three years of outstanding experience working as part of a 
large team, progressing through a number of departments in one of the largest retailing supermarkets 
in Ireland. I was awarded a distinction for my Professional Work Experience which I completed in 
three different countries, namely Ireland, England and the USA. I am extremely interested in the 
agricultural sector on a global scale and keen to travel to gain experience on a global scale. I also won 
a scholarship travel bursary from the Irish Farmers Journal and Agricultural Science Association in 
2017 where I had blogs about my experiences abroad published.



Emily Doyle
Grallagh, Adamstown, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 0877655004     Email: emilyd532@gmail.com
Driven, enthusiastic, friendly and innovative. Hailing from a mixed farming background, I have further 
broadened my knowledge and skills through my PWE where I worked on Gary Nolan’s dairy farm 
USA, a Teagasc BETTER sheep farm, Teagasc Moorepark Pig research facility and with The Cooney 
Furlong Grain Company.  Having shown great  work ethic and initiative to work both independently 
and as part of a team during the harvest of 2016,  I was offered a job within the agri-merchant division 
of the Cooney Furlong Grain Company where I am currently part-time employed. I thrive on new 
experiences and am eager to further develop my skills and knowledge.

Denis Dunne
Woodlands, Rathangan, Co. Kildare
Phone: 086 7304940    Email: denis.dunne@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hard-working, motivated and confident student with strong interpersonal skills together 
with extensive knowledge of the growth, development and improvement within the agri-business sector. 
Background Knowledge of the tillage industry and the importance of high quality and high value crops 
in various rotations. I’m a member of ITLUS and my local discussion group. Summer work and PWE 
has given me invaluable experience with beef and dairy. I also gained an interest in sheep development 
with PWE undertaken through Sheep Ireland. I was awarded the Itlus/Rosenbohm internship which meant 
spending four months in America working with the Rosenbohms working their large-scale farm and seed 
production company. Worked with Glanbia and Seedtech doing field inspections and crop monitoring. 
Currently completing the Leadership Development course though Macra and UCC.

Danny Fanning
Stephenstown, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0833180117     Email: danny.fanning@ucdconnect.ie
During my time in UCD I have gained valuable insight into the agricultural industry across all sectors. 
I have a huge passion for both animal and crop production systems coming from a beef and tillage 
farm. During PWE I worked on a large scale intensive dairy farm in New Zealand. This broadened my 
mind and greatly aided my practical and theoretical knowledge. Through part time/summer work and 
PWE I worked with farmers on a daily basis improving my interpersonal and communication skills. 
I have the ability to work on my own initiative and excel working as part of a team. Full clean drivers 
licence and willingness to travel at home or abroad. 

Martin Farrelly
Phone: 087 2498432  Email: martinfarrelly94@gmail.com 
Passionate about Irish agriculture and all types of livestock and crops with particular emphasis on the 
poultry. I’m from County Cavan, the hub of the poultry and pig sector in Ireland. I aim to work in 
animal breeding to develop new breeding programmes to further improve genetic potential. While 
on Professional Work Experience (PWE) I got the opportunity to work in my desired enterprises and 
learn more about them at farm level. My other hobbies outside agriculture include sport. I’m involved 
with my local club and I’m the PRO of the Laragh Camoige club. I also referee and umpire. In 2014, I 
had the honour of umpiring at the senior All Ireland Final in Croke Park. 

Pierce Fleming
Carnaross, Kells, Co. Meath
Phone: 0861631907     Email: pierce.fleming@ucdconnect.ie
I am a driven, ambitious and reliable individual who works well under pressure. I have a real passion 
for animal breeding and I have set up my own pedigree Limousin herd, retaining some of the best 
bloodlines in the country. I gained invaluable experience during my PWE working on the largest 
ABC robotic dairy farm in Europe, a Pedigree Lleyn sheep flock of 1200 ewes, a 3,000 sow integrated 
piggery, Dr. Tom McCabe’s crop research/trials company and had the pleasure of working and 
eventually evolving to Manager of the Pelletstown Pedigree Limousin herd of Dr. Roger Mc Carrick. 
Throughout my studies I’ve continuously worked weekdays as a lifeguard in UCD while also managing 
the Pelletstown herd and breeding my own cattle. This illustrates my enthusiasm, work ethic and time 
management skills. I am a keen gaelic footballer and have also competed internationally in tetrathlon. 

Padraig Glynn 
Grallagh, Menlough, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway. 
Phone: 086 2563137      Email: p.glynn25@gmail.com
I am an energetic, reliable, ambitious worker who is driven to achieve a high level of performance across a 
range of activities whether it be work or hobbies. I come from a beef, sheep and tillage background and I 
have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural industry. I have worked in both Ireland and the UK as 
part of my PWE and gained a valuable experience. I have the ability to work on my own initiative and I am 
also a dedicated team member that looks forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the 
agricultural industry.
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Fiona Guinan
Fortal, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0870675799  Email: fiona.guinan@ucdconnect.ie
Self motivated, highly ambitious individual with a strong work ethic. Communication abilities are of 
the utmost importance and I enjoy working both independently and as part of a team to overcome 
challenges. I have a strong passion for Agriculture both at a national and international level and believe 
every day is a school day. I completed a large portion of my PWE in Baltimore USA on an organic dairy 
farm and creamery where I gained invaluable experience in the form of developing interpersonal skills 
and understanding Agriculture on a Global scale which is essential for the future of all Agriculture. 

Padraic Guinan
Killyon, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0879413331        Email: padraic.guinan@ucdconnect.ie
I believe I am a great people person with developed leadership skills and the ability to work well in 
pressurised environments. This combined with my keen interest in Irish Agriculture and desire to 
improve and be the best I can be at whatever I do makes a great mix to fit in extremely well in the 
Agricultural industry. Coming from a beef and tillage background I am surrounded by agriculture all 
my life. The experience I gained on PWE last year broadened my horizons even further, the highlights 
of this my four months spent with the IFA where my interpersonal skills especially were further 
developed. 

Eoghan Hennessy
Doon, Ballinahown, Athlone, Co. Offaly 
Phone: 0873185100      Email: eoghan.hennessy.1@ucdconnect.ie 
I come from a strong beef farming background, my passion for beef production was nurtured from 
a young age and while studying agriculture science I’ve gained invaluable knowledge of the beef 
sector. I am a hardworking, ambitious and reliable individual with good communication skills while 
working either as part of a team or on my own initiative. As part of my PWE I have worked in Teagasc 
Tullamore and on large scale dairy, pig, beef, tillage and sheep farms in which I received a distinction. 
I am determined to grow a successful career in agriculture and particularly the beef sector. 

Damien Holland
Lisheenavalla, Claregalway, County Galway
Phone: 0872229598         Email: damien.holland@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in agriculture started at a young age, having grown up on a suckler and sheep farm. I 
am extremely hard working, ambitious, self-motivated with excellent interpersonal skills.  I’ve gained 
extensive knowledge during PWE both in Ireland and Scotland, for which I received a distinction. 
Having spent three month’s with Hygeia Chemicals Limited, I have acquired invaluable experience 
through participation in large scale efficacy trials for product research and development. I have an 
ability to meet high standards as an individual and in a team environment having completed various 
group projects both on PWE and in UCD. I look forward to a diverse and rewarding career in the 
rapidly growing global Agricultural environment. 

Grainne Horan 
Coolcran, Knockmore, Ballina, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0870694165     Email: grainne.horan@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a strong beef background – breeding Pedigree Angus cattle in Co. Mayo. I am hardworking, 
reliable, enthusiastic with a strong work ethic. Through my PWE I gained a wealth of knowledge 
throughout my placements , the Greenfield Dairy Farm in Kilkenny, Teagasc Athenry, Crop Research 
Ltd UCD and an extensive piggery in Mayo. I gained invaluable industry and overseas exposure by 
working on one of the leading Angus Farms in Scotland, for which I received a Distinction for my 
PWE. I hold a full clean driving licence. 

Gavin Hunt
Templemartin, Bandon, Co. Cork
Phone: 086-1784427     Email: gavin.hunt@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a strong dairy background and have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural 
industry. I am a highly motivated individual, working comfortably as part of a team or independently. 
The highlight of my PWE was when I worked on a large-scale dairy farm in New Zealand which 
allowed me to demonstrate my strong work ethic and ability to work under pressure. I am eager to 
learn and develop my skills and knowledge and I am passionate about developing a successful career 
in Agriculture. 
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Catherine Hurley
Corran, Waterfall, Near Cork City, Co Cork  
Phone: 0858415299   Email: catherinejhurley@gmail.com
A hard working, ambitious and highly motivated individual with a true passion for agriculture and 
the agri-food industry. Coming from a farming background I have a passion for agriculture and a 
desire to make a difference in the industry. My time spent in UCD pursuing a degree in Animal and 
Crop Production has only enhanced this passion. Having spent part of my PWE abroad in England 
and Brazil, I have gained invaluable experience in the field of nutrition and bovine reproduction.  
Balancing intense study with several part-time roles in the agricultural industry have equipped 
me with a good work ethic and an ability to thrive under pressure. As a motivated, competent and 
enthusiastic individual, I look forward to a career within this rewarding industry.

David Kavanagh
Lickeen, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow.
Phone: 087 0629779     Email: david.kavanagh.5@ucdconnect.ie
I am a self-motivated, ambitious and hardworking individual capable of working well within a team 
or on my own. I come from a beef and sheep farming background and have a keen interest in the 
poultry industry. I received a distinction for my work during PWE while working on progressive farms 
across the different agricultural sectors including poultry and with Teagasc. I am reliable, honest and 
enthusiastic with an eagerness to keep learning and developing my skills. I hold a full, clean drivers 
licence and am willing to travel in Ireland or abroad for the right opportunity. 

David Kelly
Derrynine, Nurney, Kildare, Co. Kildare
Phone: 086-3784821      Email: david.kelly.6@ucdconnect.ie 
Throughout my PWE with Future Pigs Ltd, Teagasc Oakpark, and the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation, 
for which I attained a distinction, I have gained a valuable insight into the complexities of the Irish 
Agricultural Industry while also developing my time management and teamwork skills. These 
experiences complement my original interest in precision technologies, animal nutrition, genetics, 
and crop nutrition which stems from my beef, sheep and tillage background, along with working in the 
family feed mill. By way of my strong work ethic, interpersonal skills and initiative, I look forward to 
embracing the challenges and opportunities the Irish agri-sector will undeniably face into the future.

Shane Kierans
Killygraggy, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0876827484           Email: Shane.kierans@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, hardworking, highly motivated individual who enjoys a challenge just as much 
as the success that comes with it. Coming from a strong dairy and beef background, my interest in 
the agri food sector was developed at a young age. The passion for this sector was enhanced having 
gained experience of working in Germany, Teagasc and various farms on PWE for which I received 
a distinction. I am a proven team player and have represented my Club and college at various levels 
on the GAA team. I have built up many skills throughout my years in UCD and I look forward to 
developing and utilising these skills in a career in the agricultural sector. I have a full drivers licence 
and I am willing to travel to develop my career.

Patrick Kinsella
Prospect House, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow.
Phone: 0872144739     Email: patrick16kinsella@gmail.com
I am an ambitious and motivated individual with a strong and honest work ethic. My passion for 
agriculture was nurtured from a very young age having grown up on an expanding and progressive 
dairy farm. It is this passion that has fuelled my hunger to achieve my best not only academically in 
which I was awarded a Stage 3 Academic Scholarship but also in all avenues of life. During my time 
on PWE I gained a wealth of experience and knowledge with many progressive and enterprising farms 
and companies including Dairygold farm, Kilwoth and Quinns of Baltinglass. I work well both as an 
individual under my own initiative and as part of a team.

Patrick Lancaster 
Clonamona, Craanford, Gorey Co. Wexford
Phone: 0876803859     Email: Patrickmlancaster@gmail.com
When I first started in UCD my knowledge was only of tillage and beef farming as that is the type of 
farming I have grew up with on my home farm. Since then I have gained a vast knowledge in other 
sectors of the agricultural industry, in particular I have taken a shine to the dairy sector. I am a very 
reliable, hard-working and enthusiastic individual and have very good communication skills and can 
adapt to meet any challenge. At weekends I work on my family farm or working in Walsh Mushrooms 
Custom Compost driving a loading shovel. I look forward to seeing what the future holds.
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Ann Logan
Ardlow, Virginia, Co. Cavan
Phone: 0867356110     Email: ann.logan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, reliant and determined individual. I grew up on a beef and sheep farm and have 
a strong interest in agriculture. I carried out my PWE in Kiernans pig unit Aughafad, Alltech Crop 
Research and with The Department of Agriculture, Food and The Marine in the Pesticides Division. 
PWE has helped me gain new skills and experiences by working with many people in various sectors 
of the Agricultural Industry, for which I was awarded distinction. I hold a full, clean driving licence 
and am willing to travel to develop my career.

Cian Maguire
Greaghrahan, Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan
Phone: 087 755 8261     Email: cian.maguire.1@ucdconnect.ie
I’m an honest, diligent, and self-motivated worker with a keen interest in agriculture. Reared on a 
beef farm at home, I also gained extensive experience working in pig and sheep production systems 
at home, as well as tillage in the UK on my PWE. I went abroad to New Zealand to work on a large 
scale dairy farm, displaying my willingness to travel and an ability to efficiently settle into different 
work environments/cultures. I hold a full clean driving license and I am willing to travel in Ireland or 
overseas. I look forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry.

John Maguire
Ballydaw, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086 3355349    Email: john.maguire@ucdconnect.ie
My agricultural back round comes from growing up on a suckler and beef enterprise in south 
Kilkenny. I have exceptional communication and interpersonal skills which I developed working part 
time at home with my father`s logistics business. Extensive, practical and theoretical knowledge of 
livestock production systems which I developed further in UCD, especially while on work placement 
both here in Ireland and abroad for which I received an excellence award in recognition of outstanding 
performance. I can work as part of a team as I have during work placement in Seed technology on 
cereal trials, or on my own initiative also. I am punctual and organised with a strong desire to work in 
the rewarding and changing agricultural industry. Full clean driving license. 

Thomas Maher
Donore, Bagenalstown, Co.Carlow
Phone: 0858482254     Email: Thomas.maher@ucdconnect.ie
I am honest, reliable, ambitious and determined to succeed in anything in which I do. Coming from 
a mixed farm including, tillage, sheep and beef. I have always had a strong passion for all aspects of 
agriculture and this was further enhanced by PWE, which allowed me to broaden my knowledge of 
the agricultural sector, where I travelled to New Zealand and worked on a large grass based dairy farm. 
I also worked on large tillage farm in the UK. I have 4 years’ experience working with Connolly’s Red 
Mills on a part time basis which has given me a great insight to cereal production, crop husbandry and 
a good understanding into technical elements of ruminant feed. 

Séan McMahon 
Maghernakill, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0876266175     Email: sean.mc-mahon@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious, hard-working individual with strong interpersonal skills and a desire 
to succeed in the Irish agricultural industry. I come from a strong Dairy background with an interest in 
all aspects of agriculture. I was awarded with a distinction in PWE where I gained valuable experience 
in the pig, sheep, beef, tillage and dairy sectors improving my knowledge and skills. I am a driven 
individual who works well on my own initiative or as part of a team. 

Brian Meade
Posseckstown, Nobber, Co. Meath 
Phone: 086-1651963     Email: brian.meade@ucdconnect.ie
A competent, enthusiastic, reliable and trustworthy individual with a strong work ethic and a passion 
for progressing the agricultural industry at all levels. Hailing from a strong beef and sheep background, 
I am constantly striving to implement new methods and ideas to improve all aspects the business. 
Having completed a degree in Civil Engineering in DIT and now a degree in Agricultural Science in 
UCD, I gained valuable communication, problem solving, leadership and technical skills which will 
help to embrace the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. I hope to positively contribute to the 
ever-growing global Agricultural industry. 
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Joe Millerick 
Mountcotton, Ballymacoda, Co Cork 
Phone: 0894459583
Coming from a Dairy and Tillage farm in East Cork I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my four years study in 
UCD.  I’ve made a lot of new friends and gained a fountain of knowledge during my time in ACP. 
Highlights of my time in UCD have to been work placement in 2017 , my term as Ag and Vet Officer 
in 2016 ,winning an all Ireland junior hurling medal with the college in 2016 and being involved in the 
agricultural radio programme Keeping it Country .I have strong interest in the area of crop agronomy.I 
gained great experience in this area during my time with Goldcrop Ltd while on placement.

Elizabeth Monahan
Lusk, Co. Dublin
Phone: +353831414313     Email: elizabeth.monahan@ucdconnect.ie
I offer exceptional interpersonal and communication skills, along with efficiency without diminishing 
quality, nurtured through my experience of working in the service industry. My knowledge of the agriculture 
industry was enhanced through varied placements during my Professional Work Experience. I am self-
motivated and work hard under my own initiative which was key to my success in achieving a distinction 
for PWE. I was awarded a study abroad scholarship for my semester spent in Kansas State University. I 
possess a full, clean drivers licence, with a keen willingness to travel. I look forward to pursing a challenging 
and rewarding career in the agriculture industry, where my meticulous approach to work can be applied. 

Neil Morris
Gorthaganny, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 086 4413416      Email: neil.morris@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, self motivated, competitive individual with a good work ethic and huge interest 
agriculture and GAA. I grew up on a beef and suckling enterprise. I have gained invaluable experience 
during my Professional Work Experience (PWE) were I worked on a progressive 360 cow dairy farm 
in Cork, and travelled to a large scale beef and tillage enterprise (9000 acres) in Canada. Throughout 
my PWE I learned fantastic skills from people at the top of their respective enterprises and gained a 
distinction for my efforts. I am open to a career in all areas of the agriculture industry, however I have 
a keen interest in animal nutrition and bio-energy.

Jack Mullaney
Ballyvoile, Stradbally, Co. Waterford
Phone: 0872661865     Email: jack.mullaney@ucdconnect.ie
Hi, my name is Jack Mullaney, I was born and raised on a dairy farm in county Waterford. I am an 
honest, hardworking, highly motivated person with great initiative. I have gained extensive experience 
in the dairy and beef industry from working on several farms through the FRS and my PWE where 
I travelled to Missouri in the USA for both dairy and pig placement. I also gained a big insight into 
the tillage and food production industry from working with E. Flahavan & Sons. I look forward to 
pursuing my career in the agricultural industry while staying very open minded as to where I may end 
up whether it be home or abroad. 

James Murphy
Carn, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0872963979     Email: james.murphy.9@ucdconnect.ie
My keen interest in the agriculture sector was developed from an early age. I am an Ambitious, 
Hardworking, Enthusiastic and Honest individual, interested in all aspects of agriculture and 
sustainable food production. During my PWE, for which I received a distinction, I gained in depth 
knowledge in dairy farming, having spent a part of placement on a 500 cow indoor system in Germany 
and working on a progressive sheep and beef farm in Co. Galway. I also developed my teamwork skills 
in my placement with Hygeia Chemicals Ltd and Aurivo Co-op. I have a fully clean driver’s licence and 
am willing to travel. I relish the opportunity to contribute to this challenging yet rewarding industry.

Edward Nally
Deerpark, Ballynacargy, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
Email: edward.nally@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an honest, hardworking ambitious individual with a keen interest in the agricultural sector. I have 
gained invaluable knowledge through my professional work experience of all aspects of the agricultural 
sector in Ireland. I especially gained knowledge working in Lakeland Dairies Co-Op where I further 
developed my communication and skills.  I spent the first semester of my third year abroad in Texas 
A& M University, College Station, Texas. This educational experience gave me a different perspective 
of the agricultural industry in another country. I recognise this is an exciting time to work in this 
fast growing and developing agriculture industry. I look forward to embracing the challenge and 
opportunities of a career in agriculture that may present. 
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Daniel Norse
Kilmartin, Newcastle, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 086 1936599     Email: daniel.norse@ucdconnect.ie
I offer excellent technical and academic skills/knowledge as well as strong interpersonal/ communication 
skills. Coupled with my competent practical background in mixed farming will enable me to excel in 
the workplace. My knowledge of the agricultural industry was greatly enhanced during my invaluable 
PWE experience, particularly with Teagasc advisory services and on crop trials with Dow Agroscience 
in England, two areas of keen interest. Awarded the opportunity to represent UCD on their study 
abroad programme, I studied in an American University for a semester. As a result of exceptional 
academic achievement I was awarded a BAgrSc Stage 4 Scholarship.

Ciarán O’Brien
Tincoon, Oylegate, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0876892306     Email: ciaranobrien96@gmail.com
My interests in agriculture emerged at a young age where I was involved in our own dairy, beef and 
tillage enterprises. I am a very conscientious and diligent person, and I possess a strong work ethic. The 
PWE programme allowed me to expose these traits where the highlight was my three-month spell at 
Emerald Dairies in Missouri, USA where I experienced large scale dairy farming and efficient grassland 
management. I gained valuable insight into all aspects of Irish farming closer to home, which I believe 
is vital to succeed in the growing industry. Willing to travel, I am a firm believer in innovation and new 
technologies and I hope for a challenging, yet fulfilling career in the Agricultural industry. 

Sean O’Connor
14413642 Rathimney, Gusserane, New Ross, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 087 9628237     Email: sean.o-connor.1@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy, beef and tillage farm, agriculture has been a keen interest of mine from an early age. 
The highlight of my time in UCD was completing PWE, for which I received a distinction. This included 
the opportunity to work on a 730-cow dairy farm in New Zealand. In addition to experience gained on 
placement, I have been working with Farm Solutions since 2015 on various dairy and beef farms in my local 
area, a job which is proof of my ability to work on my own initiative, while working in Wexford Creamery 
during the summer of 2016 has helped me to develop excellent communication skills.

Jack O’Donnell
Killossera, Dungarvan, Co.Waterford
Phone: 0862436838     Email: Jack.o-donnell.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a self-motivated and driven individual with high achievement across academics, work experience 
and recreational activities. I enhanced my knowledge in the agricultural sector from my PWE which I 
received a distinction in. I have a keen interest in traveling and have experience on a large scale tillage 
and beef farm in Canada. I have experience in writing as I wrote blogs for the IFJ during my time 
abroad. I am also involved highly with the Agricultural science society of UCD.  During my time in 
UCD I was well able to balance a part time job along with keeping on top of my studies, illustrating my 
focus and hard work ethic. I hold a full clean driving licence. I look forward to the challenges ahead for 
the Agricultural sector and have a desire to forage a career in this exciting sector.

Steve O’Donnell
Carnshannagh, Burnfoot, Co.Donegal
Phone:086 6694583      Email: stephen.o-donnell@ucdconnect.ie
I have a big passion in livestock production systems coming from a mixed dairy, beef and sheep farm. 
From this I have an extensive background into the practical and managerial aspects as well as an in 
depth knowledge of each sector which has been further developed through my time in UCD. On 
my PWE in which I travelled to Germany for two months and spent three months working for the 
department of agriculture gaining invaluable knowledge into the agricultural sector here in Ireland as 
well as abroad. I am an extremely hard working, self-motivated and determined individual. 

Peter O’Dwyer
Rossacrowe, Annacarty, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 086-2080071     Email: peter.o-dwyer.1@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a family run hardware business in Dundrum in Co. Tipperary and a beef farm I have 
relevant experience and drive in sales and purchases of a vast range of products aswell as hands on 
farm experience since day one. Day to day dealings with farmers, builders and suppliers has equipped 
me with a variety of skills for the workplace post college. I travelled to the Missouri, US for my dairy 
work placement, Hertfordshire in the UK for my tillage and beef placement also completed a number 
of periods on farms in Ireland on a sheep farm, a pig farm and another dairy farm. I have experience in 
large scale agriculture and excited and ambitious about expansion in Irish agriculture going forward.
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David O’Heney
Lisduff, Lattin, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0870665096     Email: david.o-heney@ucdconnect.ie 
Hailing from a pedigree suckler herd in the heart of the West Tipperary, I consider myself to be an 
honest, hard working and self motivated individual. My passion for Irish Agriculture has flourished 
in UCD where I have maintained a high standard of grades throughout my degree, which highlights 
my consistent work ethic. I gained significant insights on my Professional Work Experience, for which 
I received a Distinction. My on farm experience includes Kildalton Agricultural College, Moorepark 
Research Centre and progressive dairy, tillage and pig farms. Off f arm, I h ave w orked w ith Teagasc, 
Roche’s Feeds, and Tipperary Co-op. From all these, I have developed a range of skills that will stand 
with me throughout my career. I’m an active member of Dundrum Macra and Lattin/Cullen GAA club.

James O’Loughlin
Kilmoney South, Rathangan, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0851110573     Email: jamesolough@gmail.com
I possess excellent communication and interpersonal skills and regard qualities such as work ethic 
and honesty extremely important. My strong interest in agriculture stems from my upbringing on 
a mixed tillage and beef farm. I broadened my knowledge while on Professional Work Experience 
in Ireland and overseas, for which I was awarded Distinction. I have a keen interest in the arable 
sector personally and I enhanced my technical knowledge on placements such as a large-scale grain 
processing facility in the UK, Crop Research Limited, and Alltech Crop Science. I also gained valuable 
skills on placement with the grass-based Harristown Dairies where I assisted in calving the 250 cow 
herd. Looking forward to progressing my career within the industry with an enthusiastic and open 
minded attitude.  

Damien Reid 
Killallee, Castletown Geoghegan, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 0879306856      Email: reiddamien@hotmail.com
I am a highly motivated, ambitious and assertive individual who is attentive to detail. From growing up 
on a suckler farm I have gained a massive interest in animal nutrition and breeding. Whilst completing 
my PWE I travelled to New Zealand where I worked on a large scale dairy operation, driving my 
passion for dairy farming also. Along with this I have worked on pig, sheep and arable enterprises, 
leading to keen interest in all aspects of modern agriculture. Working with Drummonds ltd has allowed 
me to continually develop my sales and communication skills, along with technical feed information. 
I possess a full clean driving licence and a willingness to travel.

Sinéad Stamp
Middletown, Glenbrien, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 086 2482703
An enthusiastic, reliable and hard-working individual, with a strong work ethic and passion for all 
sectors of agriculture. My interest in agriculture started from a young age on the family sheep and 
sucker farm. I gained invaluable experience while on PWE, from working with a hugely progressive 
dairy farmer, to completing placements with companies such as Boortmalt and Teagasc. I am keen 
to build upon all I have learned during my time at UCD and while on PWE. I work on my own 
initiative but also have excellent communication skills and work well as part of a team. I look 
forward to pursuing a challenging yet rewarding career in the agricultural industry.
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The Animal Science programme concentrates on the single most important sector of the agriculture industry. 
Students undertake areas of study covering nutrition and feed formulation, physiology, genetics, reproduction, as 
well as business, agricultural policy and communications.

Steven Abbott
Drumcrow, Killeshandra, Co. Cavan 
Phone: 0862366436 Email: steven.abbott@ucdconnect.ie 
Agriculture has always been a part of my life, I grew up on a dairy, beef and poultry farm. I am a very 
hard working, ambitious and reliable person with the determination to succeed within the agricultural 
industry. During my time in UCD and on PWE, I have gained a wealth of knowledge from which I can 
apply to my career within the industry. For my PWE I worked on various agricultural enterprises. The 
highlight was going to Drumgoon Dairy in South Dakota USA, working there gave me an insight into 
large scale farms. I look forward to contributing to the rapidly changing agricultural industry.

Aoife Bergin
Clough Ballacolla Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Phone: 0851459564      Email: aoife.bergin@ucdconnect.ie
I am ambitious, focused and currently in UCD having returned from a study abroad semester in the U.S 
where I attended Texas A&M University. I feel I have broadened my horizons and have witnessed a wide 
range of agricultural practices and perspectives while abroad. I enjoy challenges and approach them with 
a smile and enthusiasm. I have always had a love for animals but PWE and Texas A&M have sparked my 
interest in the future of our agricultural systems, especially in the dairy sector. I wish to concentrate on 
helping with problems we are to encounter like sustainability issues and labour resources.

James Bourke
Bolomore, Rathcoole, Mallow, Co. Cork
Phone: 087 918 9097 Email: jamesbourke1995@gmail.com
I am a hard working, and honest person, who works well in groups but I am also a natural leader who 
believes that attention to detail is the key to success. I have an excellent grounding in the agricultural sector 
having grown up on an intensive Dairy farm, but also through my professional work experience, where I 
worked with Munster Cattle Breeding Group, Roches Feeds and on beef, sheep, pig and poultry farms. I have 
a huge passion for both animal nutrition and farm advice, bringing a combination of technical knowledge 
and practicality, together with excellent problem solving skills to find appropriate solutions.

Amy Boyle
Falmore, Dungloe, Co. Donegal
Phone: 0877620434 Email: amy.boyle@ucdconnect.ie
I believe I am a determined, perseverant and hardworking person. I grew up on a mountainous sheep 
and small suckler farm in Donegal. From a young age I developed an interest and a great understanding 
of sheep farming. For my Professional Work Experience, I travelled as far as Germany to work on an 
intensive (40,000) pig farm. I also worked on the company’s newly established Dairy Farm (400 dairy 
cows). I have gained great communication skills through my part-time jobs in bars and retail. I have 
established myself as both a great team player and also a person who works of initiative and can 
complete tasks alone. I also have a basic oral level I both German and French and wish to progress 
further in learning languages.

Megan Byrne 
Meadstown Dunderry Navan Co. Meath 
Phone: 0838010603 Email: Megan.byrne.1@ucdconnect.ie 
As I have a background in veterinary, animal welfare in the agricultural industry is of very high 
importance to me.  I  am hard-working, dedicated, enthusiastic and very keen to learn and explore 
the developing areas of animal welfare. I have been awarded a distinction in PWE where I have 
gained valuable experience, knowledge and skills across the pig, sheep, beef and dairy sectors. I am 
extremely driven to succeed in this area with the ability to work on my own initiative and as part of 
a team. Throughout my college studies in University College Dublin, I have co-ordinated my college 
work alongside my part-time job and volunteer work which illustrates my hard-working ethic. I look 
forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry.



Bill Carroll
Mile Tree, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0873822100 Email: william.carroll@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a dairy and pig farm and studied abroad in Purdue University, USA I have been 
able to gain an insight into the opportunities for Irish Agriculture on a national and international 
scale. I travelled to New Zealand as part of my PWE, working on a low cost, 2,000 cow farm. There, I 
learned about minimising costs on an entirely grass based system with no supplementation. Welfare 
and environmental issues have taken centre stage in New Zealand and it is only a matter of time 
before Ireland follows. My interest is in the Agri-Food Industry and how it will develop to meet world 
demand.

Barry Cassidy
Hennigan, Nobber, Co. Meath
Phone: (087) 2597841 Email: barry.cassidy@ucdconnect.ie
My belief in the importance of maintaining a vibrant rural economy is what has driven me to pursue 
a career in the agricultural sector. Agriculture is the fabric of rural Ireland as well as rural economies 
across the world. Having studied in the United States as well as working with the Farmers Journal in 
Ireland and Scotland I have been given a unique chance to experience how the industry works at home 
and abroad. In my career I intend to give back to an industry that has always supported me.

Maggi Cawley
Mount Merrion, Dublin
Phone: 0872481299 Email:  maggicawley127@gmail.com 
I am a hardworking and diligent individual with genuine interest in animal health. I spent part of my PWE 
at the National Cattle Breeding Centre, where I learned about the role the AI on farms and the importance 
of health and fertility on farm profitability, as well as how to work under time pressure as a successful team. 
My interest in animal health began at a young age by helping on my Grandparents dairy farm. I also gained 
first-hand experience with animals suffering from metabolic disorders and fertility problems and learned 
about their treatment and management on my PWE. Outside of my degree, I am an associate for a leading 
American brand, where I have acquired communication skills, selling skills and organization skills.

Ashley Cheang
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0879220892 Email: ashley.cheang@ucdconnect.ie
Having travelled 6955 miles across the globe from Singapore to Dublin, to pursue an Animal Science 
degree was a fulfilling experience. My fluent verbal, writing and computer skills have proven an asset 
when dealing with clients both locally and internationally in the animal industry. Last summer, the 
valuable Professional Work Experience (PWE) has allowed me to develop greater knowledge in this 
field as I proved my interpersonal skills and perseverance as a dedicated and reliable team player. 
As my passions are animal welfare and surgery, I aim to pursue a Veterinary Medicine degree or 
recruitment in the animal welfare sector.

Clare Clabby
Pallas, Abbeyshrule, Co. Longford.
Phone: 087 9854 823 Email: clare.clabby.1@ucdconnect.ie
Passionate about agriculture which began from growing up on a dairy and suckler farm. Competent, 
hardworking and driven; I am interested in further research and development in agriculture. Having 
received a distinction in Professional Work Experience, I gained hands on practical experience of laboratory 
research and of the Brazilian beef industry. I am a member of the UCD Ag Society Committee and this 
along with other extra-curricular activities has allowed me to develop management and team work skills.

Stephen Coen
Lehinch, Hollymount, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0851111437 Email: stephen.coen@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hard working and highly motivated individual. My keen interest in agriculture started 
at a young age, I have grown up on a Pedigree sheep and Suckler farm. I have a wealth of experience in 
many different areas, working as a bank official for AIB and also during my PWE I acquired a great deal of 
knowledge in the areas of Dairy (Kevin Moran, FBD young farmer of the year) and sheep research (Teagasc 
Athenry). I place emphasis on having an honest and strong work ethic. I am heavily involved in the GAA 
as I am a current member of the Mayo senior football team and have captained my county at minor and 
under 21 level and I am the current captain of the UCD Sigerson football team. I feel these roles mirror my 
leadership skills and my ability to work in a team environment.
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William Coffey
Ballinree, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0852082389 Email: William.coffey@ucdconnect.ie
I’m an ambitious and driven individual with a keen interest in all aspects of Agriculture. I am actively 
involved in a dairy enterprise at home which instilled a strong work-ethic. I improved my knowledge 
during my PWE, where I spent 4 months in Missouri on a dairy farm. While on this farm I was a part 
of a grass research study in conjunction with Missouri University. I also completed placements in the 
beef, sheep and swine industries which gave me a broader knowledge of the Agricultural industry. 
I received the Grant Thornton award for my placement. As this year’s Careers Chairperson for the 
Agricultural Society I’ve gained exceptional leadership, organisational and communication skills. 

Michaela Cox 
Cloontaghmore, Killashee, Longford
Phone: 0867324318 Email: michaela.cox@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up in rural Ireland, even with no direct farming background, agriculture was always a way 
of life I held in close regard. Not coming from a farm has given me an unbiased view of the Irish 
Agriculture Industry as a whole. I am a motivated and hard working person; evident through my 
distinction in my PWE and my ability to work part-time throughout school and university. I work well 
under my own initiative; years of Gaelic football and volunteering have honed these skills. A confident 
and happy person, I enjoy a challenge!

Ciara Cronin
Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford
Phone: 087 3115781 Email: ciara.cronin.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am passionate about all areas of animal science including animal health, welfare, reproduction, and 
nutrition. From a young age I recognised my passion for working with animals. Some of my most 
valuable experience came from my PWE in UCD in which I received a distinction. I exploited my 
opportunities here and worked on one of Ireland’s largest dairy farms in Co. Cork (~1000 unit). I 
am a very enthusiastic, determined person. I work well as part of a team stemming from years of 
involvement with the GAA at parish level.   I enjoy academic challenges and was a member of the 
winning UCD Great Agri-Food Debate team of 2017. 

Shane Cronin                                                                                                                   
Curragh Aghadoe, Killarney, Co.Kerry                                                   
Phone: 087 0651848 Email: shane.cronin@ucdconnect.ie 
I strongly believe that determination, coupled with an optimistic attitude is the key to success. I’m a highly 
motivated individual that is always willing to learn and that is always trying to improve on a personal and 
academic level. My PWE has especially made me more determined and ambitious as a person. I relished 
the challenge of working in the high pressure environment of the agricultural industry especially from my 
time spent on a dairy farm and piggery in Germany. I believe the skills I’ve acquired such as interacting and 
communicating as part of a team will prove invaluable for me and shape my future career in the agriculture 
industry. I’m willing to relocate and also have a strong desire to travel.

Jason Daly
Clonard, Enfield, Co. Meath     
Phone: 0862505766 Email: jason.daly.2@ucdconnect.ie
Animals and science have been a passion of mine throughout my life and it is a boundless joy of mine 
to get the chance to pursue it. I’m very practical but I also have a great eye for detail, giving me great 
advantage both in the lab and in the field. I possess a vast variety of experience from several innovative 
and highly profitable farms. I have travelled abroad to gain part of this invaluable experience and am 
willing to travel for more opportunities to further myself and attempt to improve the future of animal 
production. Particular interests in breeding, reproduction and genetics.

Hazel Dardis
Nolagh, Ballinalack, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
Phone: 087 0903988 Email: hazel.dardis@ucdconnect.ie
I have a strong work ethic and I am an enthusiastic, competitive individual with a keen attention to detail. 
From growing up on a suckler farm I have always had an interest in agriculture. My PWE has augmented my 
academic and theoretical knowledge of the agricultural industry, for which I went to progressive dairy, beef, 
pig and sheep farms. I carried out my dairy placement on The Waitrose Farm; Leckford Estate, U.K. from 
which I gained an invaluable wealth of knowledge, from management to husbandry of a large scale dairy 
farm. With my hardworking nature and willingness to adapt to any scenario I look forward to pursuing a 
challenging yet fulfilling career in the diverse agricultural industry that exists presently.
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Kate Doherty
Rockytown Road Buncrana Co. Donegal
Phone: 0868466182                   Email: kate.doherty@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, honest and determined individual with a strong work ethic. I have a desire to 
constantly up-skill myself and build on the knowledge I have gained studying and while working 
in the agricultural industry in Ireland and abroad. I received a distinction in my professional work 
placement, some of which I travelled to New Zealand for. From this I have developed a set of well-
rounded interpersonal skills and a love for team work. I am excited to join the fast growing agricultural 
industry and embrace the challenges and opportunities it has to offer.

Meabh Dore
Stoney Meadows, Ballysten, Shanagolden, Co. Limerick
Phone: 0872229825 Email: Meabh.dore@ucdconnect.ie
From growing up on a suckler farm to studying abroad in Iowa State, a leading university in animal science 
in the US, I have gained a vast knowledge of the agricultural sector at both a national and an international 
level. This has prepared me for the dedication and work ethic required to achieve high grades including 
receiving a distinction in my PWE. I worked in Pallaskennry Agricultural College in the Sheep, Beef 
and Dairy enterprises which gave me the opportunity to see a technically efficient farm using the latest 
of technology available and present to groups on various aspects of the farm. I also worked in the swine 
industry and in a Teagasc Advisory office where I was heavily involved in both KT and GLAS schemes 
giving me an insight into both the administrative and consultancy aspects of agriculture.

James Fitzmaurice
Coolderry, Four Roads, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 0871269258 Email: James.fitzmaurice@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, honest individual with a desire to succeed. Having grown up on a beef and sheep 
farm, I have a passion for all aspects of agriculture. During my time in UCD, I have greatly enhanced 
my knowledge of the sector. From my PWE, which I received a distinction, I have learned to work on 
my own initiative and to operate as part of a team. During PWE, I spent time on a progressive dairy 
farm in Scotland and also with Grennan’s, Birr, Co. Offaly. I look forward to contributing to a growing 
and changing global agricultural industry. 

Neal Folliard
Kiltaboe, Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo
Phone: 0858282637
I come from a suckler herd background which I have been accustomed to since a young age. This has 
taught me a various amount of skills and ambition.  I look forward to the many years ahead in our 
thriving agricultural future.  From the day I set foot in UCD at the first lecture I knew I was in the right 
place to expand and reach my potential.

Elma Forde
Annaghlaive, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 086 409 6226 Email: elma.forde@ucdconnect.ie
I am a confident, outgoing, ambitious person with good communication skills. I come from a suckler 
farm in Co. Monaghan and have a keen interest in the Irish Agricultural Industry. I have been lucky 
enough to gain valuable experience within the Agricultural sector during my PWE, in which I gained 
a distinction, including working with an agricultural consultant who also employed me during every 
summer and winter break and worked on an intense dairy farm in South Dakota. I have been working 
in a hair salon in my hometown of Castleblayney at the weekend for the past 4 years, with the exception 
of the 14 weeks I spent in America. I have a huge interest in gaelic football. I have played in many club 
finals with the local team, Aughnamullen. I also volunteer at the majority of events held within the 
club. I completed my driving test in November 2015. 

Donna Gavigan
Tircallen, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal
Email: donna.gavigan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a driven, organised, enthusiastic person with a great work ethic. I am passionate about animals, 
and through my strong agricultural background and my studies I have an in-depth appreciation for 
the agricultural industry and the challenges it faces as a whole. In my career I aim to play an integral 
role in the progression of the industry and in addressing these problems, particularly in environmental 
challenges and animal welfare. I am also particularly interested in animal behaviour, genetics and 
physiology. In my spare time I enjoy horse riding, hiking, surfing, scuba diving, painting and reading, 
I hold a full clean driving license and am willing to travel to benefit my career.
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Martha Hanley  
Fairview, Dublin 3 
Phone: 0851761212 Email: martha.hanley@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an enthusiastic, dedicated individual with a strong work ethic. I have gained a lot of knowledge 
through my course in UCD. I have an interest in animal reproduction, welfare and health and would 
be open to learn more and broaden my prospects. PWE allowed me to experience working on farms 
first hand which advanced my education in the agricultural industry. I am looking forward to build on 
my current learning and lead a career in a sector of the industry. 

Jonathan Higgins
Avondale Farm, Leekfield, Skreen, Co Sligo
Phone: 0871334434 Email: jonathan.higgins@ucdconnect.ie
Our family farm is dry stock with sheep and suckler cows. Many summers were spent working here 
and on neighbouring farms where I learned  reliability, to show initiative and take responsibility. In 
2016, I had the opportunity to write for each issue of the Irish Grassland magazine.  I was successful 
in obtaining a study placement  for a semester in Illinois University where my understanding of 
agriculture was enhanced from an international perspective. My PWE  was very enjoyable and I gained 
valuable teamwork experience  in Teagasc, Sheep Ireland, Dairying  and on a Swine research farm in 
Illinois.  I am ambitious, eager to learn and willing to travel to build my career in the agri-sector.

Ronan Hynes
Toorboy, Dromore West, Co. Sligo
Phone: 086 3114836 Email: ronan.hynes.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hard-working and determined individual with a strong desire to learn and succeed. 
I have excellent interpersonal and teamwork skills. I have a keen interest in the Agriculture Sector 
coming from a sheep and beef background. My PWE for which I received a distinction provided me 
with a range of experience and knowledge in all areas of the agricultural sector. I hold a full clean 
driving licence and am willing to travel. I am looking forward to a challenging yet rewarding career in 
the agricultural sector.

Meadhbh Johnston 
Dungeel Lower, Killorglin, Co. Kerry. 
Phone: 0876835697 Email: meadhbh.johnston@ucdconnect.ie 
Ambitious, hardworking individual with a devout work ethic and will to succeed. I have gained a 
wealth of invaluable real world experience in various enterprises throughout my time in UCD and 
whilst completing PWE, for which I was awarded a distinction. My work with Teagasc during this 
period offered valuable insight and knowledge into the practical skills required and intricacies of the 
advisory and education sectors. I believe my longstanding contribution and involvement with Ladies 
Gaelic Football, having previously captained the Kerry Minor team to be a testament of leadership 
and ability to work with a team towards a collective goal. My work ethic and ability to succeed in 
pressurised situations has been shaped by my own inherent ambition and initiative in conjunction with 
my endeavours to balance intensive studies with several part-time roles and hectic training schedules.

Joe Jones
Ballycreen, Aughrim, Co. Wicklow 
Phone: 0863996928 Email: Joe.Jones@ucdconnect.ie 
As an animal science student I have an interest in all areas of livestock production. From a sheep 
farming background, I have a large amount of experience in the sheep industry. I have expanded 
on this experience through working in this area and attending conferences. UCD has provided me 
with knowledge and skills that are vital to academics and the workplace. My interests extend into all 
ruminant and non-ruminant industries. I received excellent feedback from employers during work 
experience. I am passionate that agriculture is maintained as part of Irish culture and look forward to 
being part of that.

Nigel Kennington
Piltown,Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086 367 4083  Email: nigel.kennington@ucdconnect.ie
I have a background in dairy farming but through both my studies and professional experience I have 
developed a keen interest in all sectors of the agri-food sector. I am a diligent, driven individual who 
always strives to do my best. Outside of agriculture, sport is my other passion, which is where I feel 
I have developed skills to enable me to be a team player in a work scenario. It is both an exciting and 
challenging time within agriculture at present and I am enthusiastic and looking forward to carving 
my path within the industry.
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David Kenny
Loughawn, Dunkerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly.
Phone: 087 6278730                              Email: david.kenny.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, driven individual who takes a practical, proactive and positive attitude to all tasks I 
undertake. I am particularly interested in the dairy and beef sector with an emphasis on animal breeding, 
health and nutrition. I come from a successful pedigree suckler herd and thriving agricultural retail family 
business. I have gained considerable experience working part time within many dairy systems through the 
FRS in my teenage years. The highlight of my dairy experience is the past four years I have spent working on 
a progressive and efficient 385 cow dairy herd. I received a distinction in my PWE which mainly consisted 
of three months spent at Drumgoon Dairy a 4500 cow dairy unit in South Dakota.

Peter Lalor              
Castlelost, Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 085 7145100 Email: peterlalor@hotmail.com
I am a reliable, self-motivated and hardworking individual. My background in agriculture started at 
an early age growing up on a beef farm. I’m looking forward to and excited about pursuing a career 
in the agricultural industry. During PWE I gained a greater insight into the wider agricultural sectors 
through spending time on pig, sheep, beef and dairy farms. I was awarded a distinction for PWE. I 
have a full clean driving licence and I’m willing to travel for the right opportunity. 

Aoife Leader
Glenleigh, Rathcoole, Mallow, Co. Cork.
Phone: 086 068 2588 E-mail: aoife.leader@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on dairy and beef farm in North Cork has instilled in me the qualities of a diligent worker 
who is highly motivated and has a keen interest in agriculture. Studying Animal Science in UCD has 
allowed me to broaden my knowledge of the industry, while achieving high grades. I also studied in 
Cornell University, NY for a semester where I was able to focus my studies on dairy science. I received 
distinction for my PWE which gave me the opportunity to work with progressive farmers in all sectors 
and with leading researchers in Teagasc, Moorepark. I have worked in Dairygold’s feed lab over two 
harvest seasons where I gained invaluable experience working in a formal environment as a team member.

Owen William Lloyd 
Owl Lodge, Winetown, Rathowen, Co.Westmeath.             
Phone (Int.) : +353 (0)86 3329705 Email: owen.lloyd4@gmail.com
If you would like to understand how hard and efficiently I work, contact me and I will demonstrate 
clearly my abilities, skills and value I can add to an organisation. I have professional work experience 
across farms and veterinary practices, with nearly six years experience in retail. I am highly interpersonal 
and sales driven. Team player skills shown in work and sport. Through captaining Wilsons Hospital 
senior cup rugby I’ve learned leadership, organisation and self motivation abilities. A contrarian by 
nature to make sure popular opinion does not override important details and to stimulate discussions. 
It is not in my nature to take a comfortable role that doesn’t challenge me. Through boarding school 
with many international students, several exchange trips and attending Purdue University USA, travel 
will not phase me. Please do not hesitate to contact via contact details for queries or CV details.

Colin Lynch
Castleknock, Dublin 15
Phone: 0871413831 Email: colin.lynch@ucdconnect.ie
I am a determined, hard-working and motivated student. I work well both independently and as part of 
a team and I would like to think that I am reliable and trustworthy to others. I have a passion for animal 
breeding specifically around devising breeding plans for different livestock species. Although I do not 
have a strong farming background, I see a positive future in the agriculture sector. I gained valuable 
experience during my PWE and enjoyed getting first-hand knowledge at farm level. I look forward to the 
challenges ahead in this ever growing industry and the opportunities that it will bring for me.

Ann-Maree Manley
Monasteroris, Edenderry, Co. Offaly.
Phone: 087-1998805 Email: yellowwellies87@gmail.com
Growing up on a dairy farm instilled a love for all things agriculture in me from a young age.  This 
farming background has taught me the importance of hard work, determination & enthusiasm. 
During my PWE with the Department of Agriculture I got an insight into the policy side of agriculture 
in Ireland.  It was an opportunity to liaise with industry leaders in the nutrition sector.  I came to UCD 
as a mature student having spent years in New Zealand, Canada, America, U.K. and Europe working 
in agriculture.  I have a keen interest in reproduction and nutrition.  I relish the opportunity to begin 
a career within the agriculture industry.  I work well off my own initiative and also as part of a team.  I 
have a full clean drivers license, a valid passport and am ready for anything.
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Hannah Martin
Island, Virginia, Co. Cavan
Phone: 0851625168 Email: hannah.martin.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking and enthusiastic person. During my time in UCD I have maintained good 
grades and I have held a part-time job which has helped me to cultivate time management skills and 
gain experience in working as part of a team. I have a keen interest in both animal nutrition and 
reproduction. Although I do not come from a farming background myself I excelled in my professional 
work experience receiving a distinction grade and gaining invaluable knowledge and skills in a range 
of farm enterprises, including an insight into the research sector during my time in Teagasc Grange 
beef research center. I enjoy a challenge, am a flexible worker and have a strong desire to travel.

Donncha McCarthy
Rathbeg, Rathmore, Co. Kerry
Phone: 0873129836  Email: Donnchamcc96@gmail.com
I am an honest, hardworking and enthusiastic individual. I am determined to learn and succeed within 
the agricultural industry. A strong work ethic surrounded by an agricultural upbringing I believe I have 
the necessary skills and attributes to excel in any profession. As I am specialising in Animal Science my 
PWE for which I was awarded a Distinction grade has provided me with extensive knowledge in the 
swine, dairy, beef and sheep sectors as well invaluable experience in the equine industry working for 
The Beeches Stud in Waterford. I have a keen interest in the equine reproduction, animal nutrition and 
genetics. I hold a full clean drivers licence, my own transport and am willing to travel.

Kate McCarthy
Quin, Ennis, Co.Clare
Phone: 086 8803263 Email: kate.mc-carthy.2@ucdconnect.ie
Upon graduating from UCD, my ambition is to work as part of an ambitious, successful and motivated 
team. During my PWE, I was fortunate to work in a variety of enterprises. My time with INRA and Phileo 
in France, and with Teagasc in Athenry, gave me the opportunity to work as alongside research teams, while 
my experience in the commercial sector with Roches Feeds, Manor Farm and ADM gave me an insight into 
the intricacies of business management, animal nutrition and dealing with customers. I am exciting about 
the opportunity to contribute to this challenging yet rewarding industry in my future career.

Marie McFadden
Gibbstown, Navan, Co. Meath 
Phone: 086-3762967 Email: marie.mc-fadden@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, hard-working and dedicated individual who excels with new challenges. Raised 
on a pedigree suckler farm I have been immersed in the agricultural sector from a young age, and 
continue to have involvement in the aberdeen angus breed society and show scene, developing my 
communication and interpersonal skills. I gained invaluable insight into the various sectors and 
practical experience  from my time spent on PWE in dairy, sheep and pig industries as well as my time 
working in my local Glanbia co-op, providing me with perspectives and knowledge from both a farm 
and business organisation level.

Cathy McGettigan
Coosan Point, Athlone, Co.Westmeath.
Ph.: 0857069189 Email: cathymcgettigan1995@hotmail.co.uk or cathy.mc-gettigan@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an honest, reliable and hardworking individual with a strong desire to succeed. I can adjust easily to 
any task and believe I possess excellent communication skills and have a positive attitude towards people, 
working either as part of a team or on my own initiative. I have on farm experience with beef, dairy, pig 
and sheep herds. I also have experience working in a lab from my time spent at the Regional Veterinary 
Laboratory in Athlone. I have a full driver’s license and willingness to work at home or abroad. I am eager to 
be challenged to improve my skills and play a part in the success of Irish agriculture.

Sean McGrath
Phone:
I have always had huge interest in the agricultural industry and have always been very enthusiastic about 
working in it. I have had deep knowledge in agriculture from a youthful age and was rewarded for this after 
the leaving cert when I was presented with the award for excellence in ag science. Coming from a beef and 
sheep enterprise at home I have good knowledge in these industries as well as having 4 years’ experience 
working with pigs. I have learned a lot at this job outside of the hands-on work, I have become good to work 
in a team due to the large work force and have learned how to address problems and come up with solutions 
as part of a team which will help me when I’m introduced to a new work force after college. 
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Claire Murphy
Killycard, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan.
Phone: 0862291972 Email: clairemurphy3@hotmail.com
I’m a very positive and friendly person with a positive attitude and energy. I exhibit a sunny and 
energetic outlook and organized behaviour. Growing up on a dairy farm, later converted to a suckler 
enterprise, gave me an open-mind towards change and new challenges. A distinction in PWE, provided 
me with the opportunity to work as part of a team and in a working environment with large companies 
such as JMW Farms. While I work well as part of a team, I excel in working independently as I aim to 
get the job up and going as soon as possible. I have positive work ethics and stick with challenges until 
I meet them. I have a full driving license.

Aine Murray 
Phone: 0857688424 Email: aine.murray.2@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on one of the top EBI herds in the country I have learned to aim high in life. I received a 
distinction for my PWE where I gained invaluable experience and transferable skills from the different 
industries. These included Roches feeds and Liffey Mills along with travelling to Drumgoon Dairies, 
South Dakota to further my knowledge of the dairy sector on an international scale. I have a keen 
interest in nutrition, animal health and dairy cow fertility. I am a positive person that enjoys new 
challenges, problem solving and using my own initiative.

Emma Neville
Ballyknock, Ballynoe, Mallow, Co. Cork
Phone: 0861204632 Email: emmaneville1@gmail.com
Highly motivated final year Animal Science student, with demonstrated drive, commitment and 
enthusiasm. I have fully embraced the last four years in UCD, availing of every opportunity presented 
to me. In third year, I completed a semester abroad in the University of Illinois, attending classes 
and working on the university’s beef research farm. I have gained invaluable experience through 
Professional Work Experience, and previous part time jobs, developing my people skills, organizational 
skills and ability to adapt to changing priorities. These skills, coupled with a strong work ethic, makes 
me believe I have the ability to excel in my future career within the agricultural sector.

Elena O’Callaghan
Longueville House, Mallow, Co. Cork
Phone: 083-1798654 Email: elena.o-callaghan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, self-motivated and assertive individual who understands the importance of hard 
work and graft through years of working in our family business – a 4 star hotel/restaurant/distillery & 
farm. This busy background has equipped me with sharper interpersonal skills, an ability to work well 
under pressure and a perform well as a team player or through my own initiative. My main interests 
in Agriculture lie predominantly with Animal Breeding, Nutrition and Reproduction. This I explored 
during my PWE (awarded distinction) while working with leading Irish companies like Hermitage 
Genetics, Munster Cattle Breeding Group, and on a progressive 25,000 dairy cow herd in Idaho, USA. 

Cormac O’Donnell
Kellether, Killoe Co. Longford
Phone: 0863334004 Email: cormac.o-donnell@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a relatively small suckler farming background I have always had a strong passion for 
animals and agriculture in general. My studies and Professional Work Experience for which I received 
a distinction, has given me a strong appreciation for all of the vital roles played in the sector. For my 
PWE I have spent time on sheep and pig farms in county Longford as well as Teagasc Ballyhaise Dairy 
farm, Kepak Farms and Kiernan Milling. I am a very positive, hard working individual and I look 
forward to the challenges, as well as the opportunities work in agriculture provides. 

Gavin O’Hagan
Donaghmore, Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 0872697465                          Email: gohagan9@gmail.com
I am an ambitious, hardworking and enthusiastic individual with a desire to have a positive impact on 
the agricultural industry. Growing up on a suckler and sheep farm I have had an interest in livestock 
from a young age and while studying agricultural science I developed a stronger level of knowledge in 
all aspects of agricultural industry. I gained valuable experience in sheep, beef, dairy and pig enterprises 
while on PWE for which I received a distinction. I have the ability to work on my own initiative and I 
am also a dedicated team player and I look forward to continuing to learn while pursuing a career in a 
challenging and rewarding industry.
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Shane Prunty 
28 Coill Aoibhinn, Newtown Road, Wexford
Phone: 086 236 8651 Email: shaneprunty28@gmail.com
Despite not coming from an agricultural background I have a keen interest in animal breeding and 
genetics and I hope to pursue a career in this industry. Having worked on many different farms 
through the FRS and on PWE I have gained a vast knowledge of the main animal production sectors. I 
received a distinction for my PWE, the most notable of which includes a six-week internship on Four 
Bros Dairy, Idaho, USA a 12,500-cow farm employing over 200 people.  Agriculture is a challenging 
and ever-changing sector but it is also very rewarding and I look forward to my future role within it.

Róisín Sheehy
Terenure, Dublin
Phone: 0873104774  Email: roisin.sheehy@gmail.com
I am interested in the areas of- genetics, reproduction, and conservation. Next year I will begin my 
masters in Wildlife Conservation and Management, which is a cause I am very passionate about. 
I have done consistently well in my college examinations, and received the Ian Gordon award for 
excellence in Animal Reproduction. I am open to working in Ireland or abroad, and I hold a full, 
clean driving license.

Alison Sinnott
Ballindaggin, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0877412723 Email: alison.sinnott@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a beef and tillage farm in the foothills of Mount Leinster has taught me a multitude of 
things including patience, perseverance and most importantly, it is the place where I discovered my 
passion for animals and the agricultural sector. This love is emulated in the distinction received in my 
PWE for my position within The Irish Farmers Journal, my role in the potato breeding programme 
in Teagasc, Oakpark and a number of on-farm placements. I play an active part in a number of local 
clubs including Macra na Feirme, where I am the reigning national Blue Jean Country Queen. I hold a 
full, clean drivers licence with a willingness to travel and develop my knowledge and skill set further.

Colin Todd
Crosshugh, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan.
Phone: 0863729087  Email: colin.todd@ucdconnect.ie
My interpersonal and communication skills are coupled with a strong work ethic, proven accountability and 
motivation to deliver personal and organisational goals. I have a keen interest in all aspects of agriculture, 
coming from a beef but more predominantly a dairy background. I’m a keen member of IHFA young 
members association, where I represented Ireland twice at the European young breeders’ school. My 
leadership, organisation and communication skills can be highlighted by my role as chairperson of the 
Breffni Oriel YMA since 2014. I have the ability to work on my own initiative and I am also a dedicated team 
member that looks forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry. 

William Trousdell
Aughamucky, Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny.
Phone: 0874166835 Email: williamtrousdell@gmail.com
I come from a strong farming background, with a particular interest in the area of Animal Nutrition. 
I feel I have a strong understanding of the various animal production systems both in Ireland and 
globally, which I believe to be an invaluable characteristic as I enter a career in Agriculture. During 
my Professional Work Experience , I spent one month working in the UALC bull testing station in 
Moussours, France, and subsequently hold a good level of French. I am an enthusiastic and hard 
working individual and I relish the opportunity of applying myself in a professional role, furthering 
my knowledge and making a contribution to the Agricultural Sector.

Katie Wilson
Phone: 086 243 8113 Email: katie.wilson@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, enthusiastic, reliable and creative individual who can work as a team 
player and on my own initiative. I have attained a vast knowledge of the agricultural sector through 
my experiences on my PWE, where I gained a distinction and my time spent in Purdue University, 
USA. As part of my PWE, I was able to work on a high scale pig and dairy farm in Germany, where 
I was also involved in a synchronised breeding programme.  In addition, I worked on sheep and 
beef farms in Wicklow and Kildare, and gained practical experience in a number of veterinary 
clinics across Dublin. I have maintained a strong academic performance throughout my years 
at UCD. Through my practical experiences, I have confirmed my ambition to pursue a career in 
animal conservation, reproduction or genetics.
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Nicholas Cope
Dromineer, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 085-8171667 Email: nicholas.cope@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself to be a hardworking, honest, ambitious and fast learning individual. Having always 
had an interest in science and working with horses I decided that Animal Science- Equine was the 
course for me. I completed a five-month placement with Dromoland Farm in Kentucky last year for 
which I earned a distinction. Whilst on placement I gained valuable industry experience while working 
alone and in teams. I am passionate about all aspects of the thoroughbred industry, in particular the 
areas of bloodstock and breeding. I am willing to travel abroad to gain further experience and am the 
holder of a full driver’s license. 

Ben Dawson
20 Seven Springs, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0872223711 Email: benjamin.dawson@ucdconnect.ie
I am an attentive, diligent and driven individual who strives to learn and succeed. I have spent the 
last twelve years of my career working for some of the world’s top racehorse trainers, some of which 
include Mr. Dermot Weld, Mr. Jim Bolger and Mr. Todd Pletcher (New York, USA). I was fortunate to 
gain professional experience from both renowned trainers and I also achieved a modicum of success 
on the racecourse. Now, I am thoroughly enjoying combining exercise riding for Mr. Dermot Weld 
every morning before university with being a full time student at UCD. I am an organised and punctual 
individual who works well both individually and as part of a team. I have a clean full driving licence 
and am willing to travel in order to further my career.

Victoria Eigler
31 Oriel Heights, Drogheda Road, Collon, Co. Louth
Phone: +353 87 265 8663                            Email: victoria.eigler@gmail.com
I am a strong-willed, adaptive, highly competitive person and a problem solver. Furthermore, I am 
fluent in German. In 2017, I spent six months working on a Thoroughbred stud farm in Japan where 
I was equipped with skills associated with foaling, handling young stock, showing stock to clients, 
preparation of sales stock and general yard work. I also assisted the veterinarian with mare scanning 
procedures, taking and analysing blood samples, administering medication and tending to injuries. I 
volunteer at a local riding school during the weekends. I intend to gain more equine related experience 
on a national and an international level. 

Siobhán Gilheany
Address: Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan
Phone: 086 731 4894 Email: siobhangilheany95@gmail.com
Hard working, enthusiastic and success driven, with a strong passion for the agriculture sector. I come 
from a pure bred beef farm and have a background in the equine sector. I have a keen interest in 
all aspects of the agricultural industry and have gained many new skills through my education in 
UCD. I undertook my PWE at Paca Paca stud farm in Japan, this provided me with experience in foal 
and yearling sales prep and handling. I am extremely versatile in terms of the direction I take once I 
graduate. I hold a full clean driving licence and have a willingness and desire to travel and work.

Nicole Groyer
Delahasey, Ring Commons, Naul, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0876894539 Email: nicole.groyer@ucdconnect.ie
I have a strong equine industry and agricultural background – excelling in my field of study. I received 
the ASA/IFJ PWE scholarship, achieving a distinction in my professional work experience at Coolmore, 
Kentucky USA. This gave me an insight into the international equine business, breeding, and sales. 
Working in such a fast paced environment has resulted in my keen eye for detail and responsible nature. 
I am Treasurer of the UCD Horse Racing Society, previous Student Representative of the Ag and Vet 
schools on the Academic Council Board and team member of the Irish Horse Sport Ireland Young 
Breeders panel. The combination of my academic studies and professional experiences have allowed me 
to develop skills which will contribute positively to the future development of the Equine Industry. 

Animal Science – Equine
This programme is designed to equip you with knowledge and skills necessary to provide professional leadership 
and technical support for the dynamic equine industry. The programme offers modules that focus on applied 
sciences that underpin animal and veterinary biosciences, with a particular emphasis on the horse. 
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Astrid Kisen
Lunner, Norway
Phone: +47 94827039 / 086 370 5957 Email: astrid_kisen@hotmail.com
I am a reliable, hardworking, outgoing and friendly person, with a genuine interest in the equine 
industry. I have over 10 years of experience with horses, with all sorts of breeds. I am multilingual 
and well used to travel, and thrive in new environments, being an international student from Norway, 
and having completed 6-month placement at Paca Paca Farm in Japan. I am a diligent worker, both 
independently and in teams, and work well under pressure. Through retail and tourism work I have 
gained people- and problem-solving skills and good time management, and would love to combine 
these abilities with my interest in horses. 

Adam Letmon
Leopardstown, Dublin 18
Phone: 0876711040          Email: adamletmon@gmail.com / adam.letmon@ucdconnect.ie
I am extremely hard working and highly reliable. I am a good team player as I feel this is when I can 
learn the most. My time working on a stud farm in Japan along with my time at UCD have given me 
a thirst for knowledge and experience in all agricultural sectors. I have a full driver’s licence and am 
decent with basic computer operations. I pick up languages quite fast, so I have a keen interest to travel. 
Keep me busy and I’ll be happy.

Breanna McPhillips
Tonyfinnegan, Emyvale, Co.Monaghan
Phone: 0860531658 Email: breanna.mc-phillips@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself a driven, enthusiastic person with excellent communication skills and work ethic. My 
passion in life lies within the equine industry. I grew up around horses and have several years of experience 
working with them. I have worked for Irish International showjumper Cian O’ Connor in the past and I 
completed my work experience on Boardsmill stud, Trim, Co.Meath where I gained an invaluable insight 
into the breeding industry. UCD has given me a thirst for knowledge in this area of science. I am dedicated 
to developing a career in the dynamic equine industry, be it in Ireland or abroad.

Tara Patton
Almondstown, Clogherhead, Drogheda, Co.Louth
Phone: 085 1833316 Email: tara.Patton@ucdconnect.ie
Equestrianism is a lifestyle choice for me. At home and at work I have been deeply involved in the 
industry for the past 15 years. I’ve gained experience in many different sectors in both sport horse 
and TB, in Ireland and abroad in breeding, racing, eventing, show-jumping and coaching. I have a 
passion for all research especially nutrition and genetics. I hold a BHSAI, HSI level 1, HND in equine 
management and a diploma in PR/events management. I won a publication in the Irish field from an 
article with Clem McMahon on breeding showjumpers and am an active member of the Monaghan 
KT breeding group.

Rebecca Fitzpatrick
Rathfarnham, Co.Dublin
Phone: 0862510605 Email: rebeccafitz14@hotmail.com
From a young age it was evident that I had a passion for animals. My time at UCD has provided me with an 
in-depth knowledge of the various equine industries, and has enhanced my desire to have a career within 
the Thoroughbred sector. I am a diligent and enthusiastic learner and worker, with experience working on 
my own and as part of a team. I gained invaluable experience on PWE at Ashford Stud, Coolmore America 
in Kentucky, in which I achieved a distinction. I have the determination to travel, while also learning and 
improving my skill set as much as I can. I am a true believer in life is what you make it.

Slaney Sheridan
Coolnacarrick, Ballinagh, Co. Cavan
Phone: 089 2294396         Email: slany.sheridan@ucdconnect.ie
A reliable, hard-working and highly motivated Animal Science - Equine student with a passion for 
agriculture. My love for agriculture comes from my strong dairy background, as well as pig and sheep 
production. The work I do on the family farm has given me an enthusiasm to pursue my studies at 
UCD; providing me with an in-depth knowledge of agriculture, particularly the equine industry. I 
gained valuable hands on experience while working at Kylemore Stud, a busy AI stud farm. I completed 
my PWE at Moyglare Stud, furthering my knowledge of the Thoroughbred sector.



UCD 2018 Food Science

30

Niamh Ahern
Shankill, Dublin 18
Phone: 086 0700422 Email: niamh.ahern@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic and motivated individual with a very keen interest in the Food 
Industry and a proven aptitude for science and nutrition. I successfully completed my PWE placement, 
receiving a distinction, with The Happy Pear Co. Wicklow. I had the opportunity to experience all 
areas of their business, including NPD, food production, QC, and purchasing. After my PWE I 
continued working full-time with the company until my return to college. With good communication 
and inter-personal skills, combined with my strong academic background, I am looking forward to the 
challenges and opportunities for a successful career within the food industry. 

Amal Aroud
Phone: 0894921175 Email: amal.aroud.1@ucdconnect.ie
I’m an energetic, enthusiastic, outgoing and hard-working person, with a keen interest in food and 
health. My passion for food and my keen interest in science led me to pursue a degree in Food Science. 
I gained vast experience on different food science related enterprises during my professional work 
experience especially in the quality and technical departments of a food business. I am eager to gain 
further experience and expand on my knowledge in the food industry.

Maebh Brennan
Longwood Avenue, Portobello, Dublin 8 
Phone: 0870570549 Email: maebh.brennan@ucdconnect.ie
After completing my PWE in Teagasc Food Research Centre, I have a very keen interest to further my 
education in a postgraduate capacity. While being an enthusiastic and dedicated student who relies 
on my own self-motivation, I also thoroughly enjoy working with a team and I am committed to any 
job set for me. Along with my strong work ethic, years’ experience in customer service, and from 
completing a semester abroad in the University of Queensland, Australia, I have developed excellent 
communication skills and an innovative way of thinking. I am very open to new experiences, and plan 
to look for career opportunities both in Ireland and abroad in the future. 

Caoimhe Casey
Cartrongoland, Drumlish, Co. Longford
Phone no: 086-0586686 Email: caoimhe.casey.1@ucdconnect.ie
A reliable, honest, organised and enthusiastic individual,  who thrives to succeed in both academia 
and employment. Obtained invaluable knowledge through my professional work experience in one 
of the largest Private Label petfood producers in Europe, C&D Foods, which reflected in a distinction 
grade. By balancing intense study alongside a part-time job, I portray a strong work ethic. This has 
developed excellent communication, teamwork and interpersonal skills as well as the ability to thrive 
under pressure. Have an intermediate level of French, with a basic level of Mandarin Chinese and 
Spanish. Full, clean driver’s licence and my own means of transport.

Helen Conway
Blainroe Upper, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 086 2479 245 Email: helen.conway.1@ucdconnect.ie
What drew me to the food industry was my interest in health and the human body. My time in UCD 
has armed me with the knowledge, technical competence, and interpersonal skills necessary to make 
a real impact in the food industry. I have maintained a First Class Honours GPA since commencing 
the programme through dedication to both my theoretical and practical studies. I secured a 
Distinction upon completion of my PWE in Mark and Chappell, where I showcased my initiative 
and communication skills. I am currently carrying out research on the generation of bioactive casein 
peptides, which has provided me with further insight into the practical application of laboratory 
research. I hope to combine my passions for health and Food Science in future endeavours. 

Food Science
This specialist programme is designed to build skills and knowledge for a career in one of the most important 
and exciting sectors of the economy. It combines the theoretical and practical aspects of food science with special 
modules in agriculture, food biochemistry and the major food groups (dairy, meat, etc). 
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Leanne Coyle 
Gallowshill, Athy, Co. Kildare
Phone: 085 8427479 Email: Leanne.coyle@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a self-motivated, passionate student with a strong work ethic and have a high attention to detail. 
I completed professional work experience in Pfizer Pharmaceuticals in Grange Castle, where I worked 
as part of their chemistry department as a Quality Control lab technician. There, I developed valuable 
laboratory skills and techniques along with becoming quickly competent with current GMP practices 
and the Laboratory Information Management System software. A combination of both my studies and 
past work experience has made me extremely motivated to begin a successful career in the exciting 
and expanding science industry. 

Hilary Craig 
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0851471995  Email: hilary.craig@ucdconnect.ie 
As an enthusiastic and diligent individual, I believe the Food Science degree and my life experiences 
have prepared me to work in multiple areas of the food industry. I have always had a passion for food 
and health and I am eager to further extend my knowledge. I have the ability to work in both team 
orientated and self-directed environments. During my placement work experience in the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland, I had the opportunity to develop my skill set and gain invaluable experience. I 
aspire to advance my career in a challenging role in the food sector.

Lorraine Crowley
Boyne Road, Navan, Co. Meath
Phone: 0862422019 Email: lorcrowley@gmail.com
Studying food science I have developed a curious mind set and strong problem solving skills. I am 
hard working, accountable and always enthusiastic to learn. As a result I was awarded an academic 
achievement award for third year. I completed my PWE in Glanbia Ingredients Ireland. I gained some 
invaluable skills while working as part of the QA team and on my own initiative. My past work has 
been target driven, because of this I work well under pressure and it has challenged me to work outside 
of my comfort zone. Ambition is my driving force. I am always looking ahead to the next challenge 
whether it is, to excel in college or reach my own personal goals.

Aly Doyle 
Knocklyon, Dublin 16
Phone: 087-7869279 Email: aly.doyle@ucdconnect.ie
A hard-working, dependable and driven individual with a passion for food. I work efficiently on my 
own and as part of a team. I have developed excellent communication, responsibility and problem 
solving skills throughout my personal and professional life. My ability to thrive under pressure, work 
efficiently and effectively prepared me for my PWE in Irish Dog Foods. I gained valuable knowledge 
of food production, Quality Control and NPD. I also gained practical experience by carrying out many 
hand trials in the NPD kitchen. I am looking forward to expanding my experience in the food industry 
and applying the skills and knowledge which I now possess. I hold a full clean drivers licence.

Niamh Egan 
Celbridge, Co. Kildare 
Phone: 0868916000  Email: niamh.egan@ucdconnect.ie 
A self-motivated, and highly ambitious individual, with excellent teamwork and communication skills 
as a result of a strong working and sporting background. Maintaining a part-time job throughout 
my degree has allowed me to develop a strong work ethic, and organisational skills to ensure balance 
across all aspects of my life. I am a quick learner who can work under pressure, both individually 
and as part of a team. Having carried out PWE in the food microbiology and chemistry laboratory 
in Dawn Farms, I have great ambition to work for a leading food business. I have obtained multiple 
transferable skills which will stand to me across the board within the food industry.

Malgorzata Emanowicz
Maynooth, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0879875132 Email: malgorzata.emanowicz@ucdconnect.ie
I have a strong interest in food science and the agri-food industry. I completed my Professional Work 
Experience working as part of the Horticulture and Plant Health team at the DAFM, for which I received 
the PWE Excellence Award. During my placement, I demonstrated and developed, among others, research 
and communication skills, I worked on different projects, presented the research findings at the inspectorate 
meeting and assisted with official control duties. I gained an insight into the agri-food industry, its challenges 
and EU regulations. My final year project is laboratory based working on the novel processed cheese snack. 
My language skills include Polish (native), Italian (fluent), German (intermediate) and Spanish (beginner). 
I am committed to continuing professional development, being a member of the Safefood Knowledge 
Network. I look forward to contribute my knowledge and skills in a role as a food scientist in the areas of 
quality control, food safety, food production and laboratory.
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Jessica Farrelly
Hurdlestown, Kells, County Meath
Phone: 086 2416683 Email: jessica.farrelly@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, organised and hard-working individual with a strong work ethic. I have excellent 
communication and leadership skills, capable of working both on an individual basis and as part of a team. 
My ability to thrive under pressure, adapt quickly and work effectively in versatile environments was of 
great benefit during my PWE. I completed my 16-week PWE in the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, Celbridge where I gained hands-on experience in the areas of Pesticide Regulation, Legislation 
and Control. I was the recipient of a Distinction in my Stage 3 Work Placement along with being awarded 
the BSc Food Science Stage 2 and Stage 3 Scholarship based on my exam results. I also completed a 4-week 
internship with Hogan’s Farm, Meath where I worked as part of the Quality Control and NPD teams.

Brian Flynn
Riverstown, Co. Sligo
Phone: 0860475040 Email: brian.flynn.4@ucdconnect.ie
A driven and ambitious individual with a range of interests in the areas of food technology, food safety 
and food chemistry. I completed a 20 week placement in a food data science company developing 
my research and data analysis skills, and am currently working there on a part-time basis. My area 
of research for my final year project was the use of novel and conventional methods for extraction of 
beta glucans from mushrooms. In the future I hope to work in challenging roles where I can apply my 
knowledge and gain experience, in Ireland or overseas.

Cheryl Galvin
Cabinteely, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0852037794  Email: Cheryl.galvin@ucdconnect.ie
I am an extremely driven and hardworking individual. My passion for food led me to pursue a degree 
in Food Science and ultimately a career in the food industry. I am a motivated and enthusiastic 
individual with a passion to succeed. I am able to adapt to new environments and very eager to learn 
new skills. In my PWE in Dawn Farm Foods I gained many new skills and learned the ins and outs 
of the food manufacturing business. In addition to this, I had the opportunity to spend a semester 
abroad at Michigan State University. There I had the opportunity to view the industry of food science 
from another perspective. I believe I have obtained the skills I required to excel in this industry today. 

Catherine Glynn
Breaffy, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0871219833 Email: glynn2510@hotmail.com
As a final year student, I am enthusiastic and eager to begin my career in the food industry, with a particular 
passion for R&D and NPD. I am an independent, reliable and ambitious individual with strong inter-personal 
skills. By maintaining part-time employment throughout my studies at UCD, I have advanced my ability to 
prioritise tasks and manage my time efficiently. I achieved a distinction for my professional work experience 
at the FSAI, during which time I acquired extensive knowledge in the area of food chain integrity and safety. 
I look forward to the opportunity to gain further, invaluable experience in the food sector.

Katie Gribben 
17 Kingston Park, Dundrum, Dublin 16 
Phone: 0862070433 Email: katie.gribben@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a confident, results orientated person who likes working in teams, and also portrays great 
leadership skills. I have a particular interest in the business aspect of food, and hope to do a food 
business masters next year. The experience and schooling I have received from both UCD and 
University of California Davis, have really broadened and deepened my understanding of many 
aspects of food science. I completed 4 months work placement in a small food business – Nobó Ltd. 
This was an extremely rewarding experience where I got tremendous insight into every part of a food 
business, from a new product idea to the product being launched on a shelf.  I destine to putting the 
knowledge and experience I have developed, into my prospective career. 

Triona Hennessy
Blessington, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0879371194 Email: catriona.hennessy@ucdconnect.ie
During my time in UCD I believe I have gained the knowledge and experience necessary to begin a successful 
career in the food industry. One highlight of the past four years was a professional work placement which 
I completed with Kerry Ingredients and Flavours in the Regulatory Department. I am confident working 
both in a team and independently. My involvement in the UCD Peer- Mentoring programme along with 
my retail experience have also contributed to my communication and interpersonal skills. I have a keen 
interest in pursuing a role in Quality Control, Sensory or R&D after I graduate.



Shannon Henry Denagher 
Allenwood South, Naas, Co. Kildare 
Phone: 0857762873 Email: shannon.henry-denagher@ucdconnect.ie
Hard-working, ambitious, success driven team player with interests across a magnitude of food science 
roles, particularly research and development. The experiences and education I have received from 
both UCD and Michigan State University have allowed me to develop and enhance my skills in food 
science and also allowed me to embrace diversity and change. I carried out six months PWE in Dawn 
Farm Foods, where I was a member of the Science and Innovation team. I gained both knowledge and 
experience understanding the delivery of consistent high quality foods in faced paced environment. I 
look forward to developing new skills, thrive off new challenges and willing to travel for work. 

Helen Hine
Phone: +353 85 764 6678 Emeil: helen.hine@ucdconnect.ie
I am a career changer and foodie. Working in payroll for 10+ years, my free time was spent cooking, 
reading about food, dining out and travelling for food experiences. After realising my passion for 
food could align with my interest in and aptitude for science, I left my payroll job to begin a Food 
Science degree in UCD. I wanted to know what happens to cream at the molecular level when it is 
whipped, and whether searing a steak is really “sealing in the juices”. In my new career I hope to 
explore opportunities in flavours, functional ingredients, chemicals and/or pharmaceuticals.

Gemma Lyons
Lucan, Dublin
Phone: 0862473534 Email: gemma.lyons@ucdconnect.ie
Dedication, enthusiasm and creativity are key characteristics I strive to put forward in my endeavours 
within and outside of food science.  I have consistently been involved in a wide variety of extracurricular 
activities such as the European Youth Parliament and UCD Student’s Union, which I believe have 
complimented my studies and been vital for my personal development. Aside from maintaining top 
grades throughout my degree and attaining a distinction for my PWE in Dawn Farm Foods, I have 
deliberately chosen electives in the areas of political science and languages to develop my skillset. With 
this foundation, I hope to begin a fruitful career in NPD or food technology.

Hannah Madden
Ballinakill, Co. Laois
Phone: 085-7645676 Email: hannah.madden@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in food and nutrition began at a young age and has grown hugely within the last four years. 
My choice in university programme was therefore an easy one. Last year, I was chosen to represent 
UCD on a study abroad program in Michigan State University, which I believe really stands to me in 
terms of my proficient interpersonal and teamwork skills. I consider myself extremely ambitious and 
driven, always eager to tackle each challenge I am presented with. I completed my professional work 
placement with This Is Seaweed, a small start-up which allowed for a keen, hands-on insight into the 
food industry.

Rebecca Mahon
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0851581165 Email: Rebecca.mahon@ucdconnect.ie 
An ambitious, hard-working student with previous experience working with major brands over the 
years such as Boortmalt and Glanbia Ingredients Ireland. I was awarded a distinction grade for work 
placement and part of a first-place project in stage 3. I was appointed as a residential assistant by UCD, 
further developing my leadership skills gained from peer mentoring. I have an approachable, friendly 
attitude and am described as an organised person, who is skilled with controversial and decision-
making situations.  I hold a full driver’s license, my own transport and am very willing to travel to 
develop my career, skills and knowledge. 

Siobhán McGearty 
Raheny, Dublin 5  
Phone: 085 725 9258 Email: siobhan.mc-gearty@ucdconnect.ie
My 4 years of studying Food Science in UCD and my completion of professional work experience in 
Excellence Ireland Quality Association (EIQA) have further advanced my interest in all things food 
and nutrition. I am a driven, hardworking and focussed individual with a strong interest in food safety 
and quality. I pride myself in being a fast learner and having the ability to work efficiently while under 
pressure. My ambitious nature and adaptability, I believe, will benefit me in my future in the ever-
changing Food & Beverage Industry.
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Catherine McGinn   
Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan      
Phone: 0873255992 Email: catherine.mc-ginn@ucdconnect.ie
I have a farming background and a family history in food processing. Exposure to the food chain at 
an early age gave me a deep seeded interest in the industry. I have carried out a 22 week internship in 
Silver Hill Foods, Co. Monaghan where I worked as a Quality Assurance Technician. While in this role 
I gained knowledge, understanding and experience of food safety and the delivery of consistently high 
quality products. I am the recipient of the Agricultural Trust Professional Work Experience Excellence 
award.  Having grown up being associated with the production of bovine, ovine and porcine products 
as well as working within the poultry, further processing and added value product industry, I have an 
excellent knowledge and expansionist view of the food sector. I look forward to putting the knowledge and 
experience I have gained throughout my degree into my future career.

Lauren McGuinness
Millfarm, Dunboyne, Co. Meath
Phone: 0872855750 Email: Lauren.mc-guinness@ucdconnect.ie
My life revolves around food. Last summer, I spent 22 weeks working in the quality control department 
at Gem Pack Foods Ltd, an experience that opened my eyes to the many opportunities within the food 
industry. I received a distinction for my professional work experience and I also gained a qualification in 
pest control awareness. In third year I had the opportunity to create a protein bar in a product development 
module and gained an insight into sensory analysis through my fourth year project. I have also worked as a 
barista, waitress and chef. I am tenacious, attentive, driven and I strive for perfection.

Bebhinn Morrissey
Strandhill, Co. Sligo
Phone: 0863475661 Email: bebhinn.morrissey@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated and ambitious student with a passion for food. I gained professional work experience 
in Good4U Food & Drink Company and in Crussh Fit Foods in London. I gained invaluable experience 
working with cross-functional teams such as NPD, quality and marketing. The chance to study abroad at 
University California, Davis provided an incredible opportunity to put myself outside my comfort zone and 
challenge myself both inside and outside the classroom. I feel well equipped to adapt to new opportunities 
both at home and abroad and look forward to launching my career into the exciting world of the food industry.

Róisín Mullen
Templeogue, Dublin 6W
Phone: 0858469600 Email: roisinmullen@gmail.com
A hardworking and ambitious individual with strong teamwork skills developed through my involvement 
in group projects, sports clubs and university societies.  I have always had a passion for food and nutrition 
which has led me to pursue a degree in Food Science. I successfully completed my professional work 
experience with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) where I gained a broad understanding of 
chemical contaminants, additives, European and Irish food regulation. The PWE experience and throughout 
my time in UCD I have developed my communication, interpersonal skills and data analytical abilities 
which has given me the determination and skill set to pursue a career in the food industry. 

Ethel Murphy
Baltinglass, Co.Wicklow      
Phone: 0851423284  Email: ethel.murphy@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic, motivated individual with a strong work ethics, with a passion for food 
and the food industry.  With 14 years experience in retail, fitness hospitality, my four years studying in 
UCD and my professional work experience at Tendermeats has furthered my interest and given me the 
determination to pursue a career in the food industry. From individual and group project work I have 
gained skills in communication, teamwork and data analytical abilities to excel and the ability to concur any 
problems that may be faced in the workplace. I look forward to my future within the food industry.

Karen O’Boyle
Curraghboy, Athlone, Co. Roscommon.
Phone: 0862342284  Email: karen.o-boyle@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a farming background, I have always had a keen interest in the food/ agricultural sector. I am 
a highly motivated, dependable and hard-working individual with excellent teamwork and communication 
skills as a result of a strong working and sporting background. From previous employments and my PWE, 
I work well under pressure and excel in fast-paced environments. I completed my PWE with Glanbia 
Ingredients Ireland in Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny where I worked in the powder laboratory as a Quality 
Control laboratory technician. I look forward to transferring the knowledge I have gained in UCD and the 
experience I received in Glanbia Ingredients Ireland in my future career in the food industry.
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Madeleine O’Brien
Templeogue, Dublin 6W
Email: Madeleine.o-brien@ucdconnect.ie
The chemical and physical properties of food have always intrigued me, leading me to pursue a degree 
in food science. My time in UCD has given me the opportunity to learn about food science and the 
industry at an in-depth level. Through modules, projects and research assignments I have attained 
invaluable experiences and skillsets to go forward with my professional career. I carried out part 
of my PWE with an emerging Irish food company where I had the opportunity to work with novel 
technologies and foods. The remainder of my PWE was completed with the DAFM, here I gained 
crucial insights to the role of agriculture in the Irish food industry. I am hard-working, motivated and 
determined and look forward to contributing and developing my skills in the food industry. 

Hannah Rossiter 
Barntown, Wexford
Phone: 0862586131 Email: Hannah.rossiter@ucdconnect.ie   
I am enthusiastic and a diligent worker and strive to do my best in each task I undertake. I completed 
my professional work experience at Paganini Ice-Cream Ltd., where I was part of the technical, quality 
and product development teams. This experience was extremely rewarding and helped me to advance 
skills such as time management, leadership, teamwork and communication. Earning a distinction for 
my work there. I have developed a keen interest in New Product Development during my time in 
UCD, from both my work placement and the new product development competition in third year, 
where my team placed first. I am very innovative, and I enjoy combining food science with creativity.

Monika Soltysiak
Swords, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0873308358 Email: monika.soltysiak@ucdconnect.ie
I am a driven and diligent individual knowledgable in various aspects of food science such as product 
development, processing, quality assessment and food safety. As part of my placement with Keeling’s 
market I gained insight into the farm to fork food supply chain and learned to work efficiently under 
pressure while working as a team as well as on my own initiative. I look forward to pursuing a career 
in the Food Industry and further broadening my skills and knowledge. 

Patrick Swan
Stillorgan, Co Dublin
Phone: 0879062925 Email: patrick.swan@ucdconnect.ie
After taking full advantage of all the teachings the staff and lecturers provided us over the past 4 years, 
I feel prepared to enter the Irish food industry in the future. Completing placements in both research 
laboratories in past summers and R&D roles in a food company as part of our programme, I have 
developed interest and proficiency in all aspects of the food industry I have been exposed to. As I 
expand my experience through a research masters programme beginning next year, I look forward to 
continuing using the skills and knowledge I have gained from studying Food Science. 

Shiny Varghese 
Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Phone: 0872724421  Email: shiny.varghese@ucdconnect.ie
I am a diligent, highly motivated individual with a strong work ethic. I believe I can easily take on 
challenges and work in a fast-paced environment. I have gained extensive experience in the food 
Industry while working as a quality technologist, successfully completing my 5-month professional 
work experience at the Culinary Food Group. During this time, I carried out a wide variety of tasks 
such as internal auditing, DNA testing, traceability reports and product checks. From individual and 
group project work I have gained skills in communication, teamwork and data analytical abilities. 
I look forward to applying and developing these skills  gaining further experience in the food and 
nutrition sector.



Human Nutrition
The Human Nutrition programme is designed to give graduating students a holistic understanding of human 
nutrition, underpinned by a strong scientific background. Students undertake studies in all aspects of nutrition 
from nutritional biochemistry to food regulation. Through the coursework and professional work experience this 
course combines the scientific and practical aspects of nutrition to ensure graduating students are equipped and 
experienced to work effectively in this field.

Rachel Butler
Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 085-8717323 Email: b.rachel214@gmail.com
I have always had a strong passion for nutrition and health. My time at UCD has allowed me to 
understand the complex molecular basis of nutrition. My work experience with the HSE community 
dietetic service has also enabled me to appreciate nutrition at a public and individual level. I have a 
strong working knowledge of Nutritics, SPSS and excel. I also work well as part of a team and from 
my own initiative and I am keen to develop new skills and progress in the fast paced area of nutrition.

Brionn Coffey
Barntown, Co Wexford
Email: brionncoffey@gmail.com
I bring enthusiasm, initiative, and determination to any area I apply myself in. I have an overwhelming 
passion for health, which was sparked through my involvement in sports and developed due to the 
relationship between the two. I worked in Danone Nutricia in the area of early life nutrition during my 
placement year, an opportunity which excelled my communication, problem solving, and presentation 
skills. I grew a passion for the food business in this period and will pursue the field further next year 
in UCD Smurfit School.

Ellen Curran 
Ringsend, Dublin 4 
Phone: 0830331778  Email: ellen.curran@ucdconnect.ie
I am enthusiastic and highly determined with a passion for nutrition and fitness. I spent my 10-month 
work placement in The University of Nottingham. I was heavily involved in an obesity intervention 
study, I conducted ultrasound measurements, resistance training sessions and a range of laboratory 
techniques. I travelled to Uganda with UCD Volunteers Overseas in 2016 where I ran nutrition 
workshops in local schools. I pride myself on my adaptability and communication skills. I am very 
outgoing and social, I wish to work with people in my future career. I am seeking opportunities in 
Ireland or abroad. 

Nicola Drummond
Glenageary, Dublin
Phone: 0857320204 Email: nicola.drummond@ucdconnect.ie
As a highly driven and diligent individual with a strong work ethic, I strive to reach my full potential in 
each task I take on. I have always been passionate about the importance of nutrition in all life aspects, 
from its role in the prevention and treatment of disease, to sports nutrition and its aid in athletic 
performance. I was awarded a distinction for the project I completed during my 10-month professional 
work placement at the Hugh Sinclair unit of Human Nutrition at the University of Reading, where I 
had to opportunity to work on the Bodycon study, examining the impact of physiological, lifestyle 
and genetic factors on body composition. This allowed me to gain invaluable experience in the area of 
observational human research, as well as substantially improving my interpersonal, communication 
and time-management skills. I look forward to a career in this field and welcome the opportunity to 
travel for work.

Clare Farrell
Trillick-A-Temple, Co. Longford
Phone: (086) 366 2820  Email: clare.farrell@ucdconnect.ie
Passionate about nutrition and the adverse effect that diet has on our body; I also have a keen interest 
in sports nutrition. Motivation and reliability are key strengths of mine as well as being an enthusiastic, 
outgoing individual. At the WHNRC in Davis, California, I received a distinction for my 10 months 
placement as a research assistant. I work well as part of a team attributed to my love of football where I 
have had leadership roles and hold an All-Ireland and Leinster medal. I am a language enthusiast with 
an intermediate level of French and a basic knowledge of Spanish and Italian.
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Roisín Fitzgerald
Camolin, Co.Wexford
Phone: 087-3172894 Email: roisin.fitzgerald@ucdconnect.ie
A consistently hardworking and enthusiastic individual with a remarkable ability to work well 
with others and a proven ability to adapt quickly to new working environments. Gained valuable 
experience during a 10-month nutritional research placement in St. James’s Hospital alongside Dr. 
Maria O’Sullivan. Here, I focused on researching the association between serum vitamin D levels and 
muscle function in older adults, for which I was awarded for best poster while presenting my findings 
at the 2017 Irish Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism conference. I have a keen interest in all 
areas of health and wellbeing. Full, clean driving licence.

Niamh Forster
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0876368112 Email: niamh.forster@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a highly motivated, hardworking, enthusiastic individual with excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills. My main interests lie in the area of clinical nutrition and public health. I 
completed 10 months of professional work experience with the HSE Community Nutrition and 
Dietetic Department where I supported the dietitians in the running of clinical group sessions and 
carried out extensive research and evaluation of their current services to allow for further quality 
improvements.  Working with the public is an important aspect of my future career and I am keen to 
develop new skills and look forward to facing new challenges. 

Claire Hamrock
Athlone, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 0864070523 Email: clairehamrock@gmail.com
As a motivated and outgoing individual, I believe I have the ability to succeed in any challenge I undertake. 
Recipient of several academic scholarships. I have a keen interest in sports nutrition, biochemistry and 
food safety. Four years as a surf instructor and lifeguard have given me strong leadership and interpersonal 
qualities. I completed a 10-month placement with the University of Nottingham at the Centre for 
Musculoskeletal and Ageing Research. Here I worked as a research assistant on an intervention study 
investigating the effect of testosterone and resistance exercise training on muscle mass. This included lab 
analysis, exercise plan development and statistical analysis. I welcome the opportunity to travel in my career.

Hannah Haughton 
Shankill, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0872646330 Email: hannah.haughton@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, diligent and motivated individual. As an enthusiastic multi-tasker with strong 
organisational skills I strive to do my best in whatever task I am involved in. I undertook a 10 month 
placement at Wageningen University in the Netherlands during which I was involved in a project 
known as the GLIMP Study, assessing the health status of Dutch women after pregnancies complicated 
by gestational diabetes. During placement, I gained  valuable insight into the area of nutrition research 
and data analysis. I improved my communication, team-work and interpersonal skills and was awarded 
a distinction for my work.

Rachel Lane
Ballylanders, Co Limerick
Phone: 0879569249 Email: rachel.lane@ucdconnect.ie rachel.lane96@gmail.com
A diligent, determined, and driven individual who is passionate for all matters nutrition, food and 
health related. Completed PWE with the department of Public Health and Epidemiology in UCC on 
the Mitchelstown Cohort Study Re-screen for which I earned a distinction. Worked as part of both the 
office and fieldwork teams, managed the relevant databases, and trained new individuals in as the team 
expanded. From this I have developed strong communication, organisational, and interpersonal skills. 
I can integrate myself into any team while also thriving from my own initiative. I am keen to develop 
new skills and willing to travel for work.

Yvonne Leonard
Donadea, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0830049575 Email: yvonne.leonard@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, self-motivated individual with a strong work ethic. I enjoy working in a team and have 
strong communication skills. Last year I completed my 10 month work placement in Nutricia Advanced 
Medical Nutrition. I was a member of the paediatric, metabolic and ketogenic team. I worked in research, 
marketing, sales, event management and customer care and was awarded a distinction for my placement 
project. My aspiration is to obtain a career in a nutrition industry which enables me to work with the public. 
I look forward to furthering my career as I am determined, ambitious and passionate about diet and health.
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Hannah McKeon 
Goatstown Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0860622779 Email: Hannah.Mc-Keon@ucdconnect.ie
I have an ever-growing passion for discovering how optimal nutrition can boost health and prevent disease. 
My career goal is to join a sustainable health food production team, concurrently working together with 
motivated people. Gaining the opportunity to combine my research knowledge with business, innovation 
and marketing skills. This degree has given me the knowledge and opportunity to connect people with 
genuine health and wellness advice and to make a positive difference in people’s lives.

Aoibhín Moore Heslin
Carrick on Shannon, Co. Leitrim.
Phone: 0873903622  Email: amooreheslin@gmail.com
As a UCD entrance scholar, I have maintained a consistently high record of academic achievement, 
driven by a strong desire to succeed. I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work on several 
research projects during my 10 month professional work placement in the dietetics department of 
Temple Street CUH. This led to both oral and poster presentations at dietetic and clinical audit days 
and a distinction grade in PWE. I have a keen interest in all aspects of nutrition, with a particular 
enthusiasm for nutrition research and promotion at both clinical and population levels. Hard-working, 
adaptable and creative, I look forward to what my future career will bring and would welcome  the 
opportunity to travel.

Victoria O’Brien
Naas, Co.Kildare
Phone: 0857423533 Email: victoria.o-brien@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, hard-working and highly motivated individual with a strong passion for nutrition. 
I undertook a 10-month professional work placement with Nutricia Medical where I was subsequently 
asked to stay on and continue in my role before returning to college. During my time on placement I 
worked along side a team of Dietitians and developed my knowledge and skills in relation to clinical 
nutrition. I also gained marketing experience while working in close contact with the marketing 
teams. This July I am travelling to Uganda with UCD volunteer overseas to volunteer on a nutrition 
project in Kizizi hospital.

Maria O’Donoghue
Bettystown, Co. Meath
Phone: 0862611174 Email: maria.odonoghue10@gmail.com
I am a friendly, hard-working and independent student with a great interest in the areas of food and 
human nutrition. During a 10 month work placement at the Hugh Sinclair Unit of Human Nutrition 
(Reading, UK) I worked on numerous studies, allowing me to gain invaluable clinical and laboratory 
experience, become proficient in statistical analysis software, and interact with volunteers on a daily 
basis. I have excellent communication, problem-solving and interpersonal skills and enjoy working 
both as a member of a team and on my own initiative. Fluent in French and keen to travel. 

Liz O’Leary
Killincooley, Kilmuckridge, Gorey, Co.Wexford.
Phone: 0876288822 Email: liz.oleary95@gmail.com
I am a highly ambitious, confident and hard-working individual with a desire to succeed in anything 
that I do. In my PWE year in The Rowett Institute in Aberdeen I received a distinction for my initiative 
and teamwork. I approach everything with enthusiasm, attention-to-detail and with an entrepreneurial 
mind as seen in my work in finding the first UCD Nutrition Society. I excel at customer satisfaction 
and going beyond expectation to ensure customer loyalty, which is demonstrated in my managerial 
role in Oatfield’s Leisure Park. I am motivated by responsibility and in the future, I can envisage myself 
working in a managerial position in the food-industry. I would love the opportunity to show my value 
to any team or organisation. 

Aoife O’Neill
Terenure, Dublin 6W
Phone: 0873168828   Email: aoife.o-neill.5@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a highly motivated and ambitious individual and my academic results are testament to this. I 
received a Distinction for my placement in the Dietetics Department of Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital 
and presented the findings of my research project at the National Cystic Fibrosis Conference. I also 
recently received a bursary to conduct an audit on ‘Home Enteral Tube Feeding’ in OLCHC. This 
summer I am travelling to Uganda with UCDVO to conduct malnutrition screening and community 
nutrition workshops. I have strong teamwork and interpersonal skills developed through my active 
involvement in GAA and as a play therapy volunteer. 
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Seren Pollard
Baltinglass, Wicklow
Phone: 0858436922 Email: seren.pollard@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly efficient and organised individual, able to multi-task and work to tight deadlines. My 
main interests lie in the area of nutrition and disease prevention. I spent my 10-month placement in UC 
Davis, California where I worked as a research assistant. I developed leadership and communication 
skills and learnt the importance of teamwork. I set myself ambitious targets and enjoy challenges. In 
2014, I fundraised €3,500 to volunteer with an Irish charity called Kenya Build. During my second year 
at UCD I was selected as a peer mentor. I am an enthusiastic, motivated individual with a structured 
and detailed approach to my studies, which has helped me achieve highly in my academic work.

Galen Riordan
Bulgan, Glynn, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0872553062 Email: galen.riordan@ucdconnect.ie
An ambitious, hard-working and reliable person capable of working on my own initiative. My time 
in UCD has provided me with a strong scientific background in the field of nutrition and health, 
with my main interests lying in biochemistry and nutritional metabolism. Completed a 10-month 
PWE placement at the US Department of Agriculture Western Human Nutrition Research Centre 
in Davis, California. My project characterised metabolic phenotypes in the general population, in 
which I gained invaluable experience in liquid/gas chromatography, mass spectrometry and data 
quantitation methods. A history of high achievement, UCD scholarship holder and recipient of the 
Colman O’Loghlen award for Excellence in PWE.

Aisling Scully
Rathfarnham Dublin 16
Phone: 0851203052 Email: aisling.scully@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, enthusiastic, and driven individual with a passion for nutrition and its application 
in optimising human health. I have a keen interest in food sustainability and how we will the face 
the challenge of feeding the increasing global population. I conducted my 10-month professional 
work experience at the Rowett Institute in Aberdeen, a global leader in nutrition research. Working 
there granted me the opportunity to witness the multi-faceted world of nutrition in the professional 
environment. I possess leadership qualities from my time spent as a prefect in school and sports captain, 
whilst also working seamlessly as part of a team. I look forward to developing new skills throughout 
my professional career and welcome the opportunity to work in new environments outside of Ireland.

Timothy White-Flynn
56 Lower Mounttown Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co.Dublin
Phone: 0851299224 Email: timothy.white-flynn@ucdconnect.ie
Studying “Human Nutrition” was the best decision I ever made. This course has so much to offer, 
including the opportunity to study a range of evolving sciences that are becoming ever more inter-related 
with nutrition. Having this level of choice opened the doors to a wide variety of fantastic career paths. 
Not only did I learn new skills during my studies but work experience allowed me to develop these 
skills as part of an incredible team on my third year internship. From here, I hope to work with leaders 
of the food industry once I complete my Masters in food business strategy.

Cara Yelverton
Oakfield, Eastham Rd, Bettystown, Co.Meath
Phone: 0872266853 Email: cara.yelverton@ucdconnect.ie
I’m extremely trustworthy, hard-working and diligent, with great initiative and motivation. I excel 
in communication and interpersonal skills. I Received a distinction in my 10 months of placement 
with the National Maternity Hospital Research Centre working on the ROLO study. I carried out my 
own research project and learnt the importance of team work, presentations and professionalism. 
My passion for nutrition and health drives my determination to succeed in my career. I am very 
enthusiastic and social; I aspire to work with people, particularly children, in my profession. I hope to 
travel with work and have a full, clean driver’s license.
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Romy Bolger 
Fairylawn, Bennekerry, Co. Carlow 
Phone: 086 722 3576 Email: romy.bolger@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hardworking individual with an underlying commitment and will to succeed. I have 
a strong agricultural and competitive equine industry background – working in such a fast paced 
environment has resulted in my keen eye for detail and my highly trustworthy and responsible nature. 
My professional work experience in New Zealand gave me a positive cross-cultural work ethic, along 
with a semester at University of Illinois, which not only expanded my knowledge of the international 
agricultural industry but also improved my research and inter-personal skills. I am a real team player, 
eager to apply my skills in the Irish agri-sector and keep an international focus in my future career.

Gillian Bond 
Kings Channel House, Island Lane, Waterford
Phone: 0873264808 Email: gillian.bond@ucdconnect.ie
I am a self-motivated, determined and hardworking individual, which is reflected in my academic 
results. I currently hold a First Class Honours Degree, and have received a Grant Thornton Award 
in Financial Planning and Control. I had a very successful Professional Work Placement attaining a 
Distinction. My placement in Bimeda allowed me to enhance my team work skills and also provided 
me with the opportunity to work on my own initiative. I am entrepreneurial and received a Merit 
Award for my own original product ‘Tidy Tails’ in the Student Enterprise Awards. On the sports front 
I have represented both Ireland and Munster in equitation.

Daryl Buttimer
Sheepwalk, Fermoy, Co. Cork
Phone: 087 6111432 Email: darylgb15@gmail.com
I’m a conscientious, ambitious and reliable individual with a flair for leadership and management. 
My farming background paved the way towards my interest in food production, and I hope to pursue 
a challenging and rewarding career within an agribusiness that makes a difference.  My education 
and experience to date have strengthened my problem-solving, communication and directorial skills. 
I chose to split my professional work experience into three diverse placements, these being with 
Glenilen Farm, Bimeda and Positive Equity. This ensured that I gained a variety of practical knowledge 
and understanding of different sectors within agribusiness, better preparing me for a successful career.

Jessie Collins 
Templeogue, D6W
Phone: 0857043377 Email: jessie.collins@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hardworking individual with an underlying commitment and will to succeed. I gained 
a highly valuable experience during my 9 month placement with MSD Animal Health. During 
this period, I was a Marketing Associate undertaking a myriad of tasks such as event coordination, 
advertisement creation and execution as well as website management. My placement afforded me to 
get a well-rounded understanding of the importance of animal pharmaceuticals in the agricultural 
industry. I pride myself on my passion for new projects, ability to thrive under pressure and capacity 
to work as part of a team or individually. I aspire to work as part of an establishment that will enable 
me to develop new and existing skills.

Patrick Collins
Ballykerogue, Stradbally, Co. Waterford
Phone: 0872138174 Email: Patrick.collins@ucdconnect.ie
I am hard working, reliable and honest worker with a deep interest in agriculture. I consider myself to 
be an efficient and enthusiastic self-driven worker, who has ability to work under pressure and deliver 
to set deadlines in a professional environment. I am driven to achieve a high level of performance 
across a range of activities from work to hobbies. I come from a suckler/beef background along with 
working with Teagasc as part of my PWE and studying in UCD has helped me develop skills and 
acquire knowledge relating to the agricultural sector.

Food & Agri-Business Management
This degree programme develops technical understanding of farming and the food production chain as well as 
economic analysis, business management and communication skills. 
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Kate Donohue
Coosan Athlone Co.Westmeath
Phone: 0873102025 Email: kate.donohue@ucdconnect.ie
The last four years have highlighted my true character and work ethic, maintaining high grades throughout. 
In my second year I completed an internship with the Irish Farmers Journal gaining invaluable knowledge 
of the agri-industry as a whole. PWE afforded me the opportunity to work in Supply Chain Management 
with Glanbia Ingredients Ireland, where on completion I received a distinction and the Grant Thornton 
Award for excellence in PWE. “The expert in anything was once a beginner”, as a new graduate I am 
excited to see where my degree takes me and the opportunities that await me.  

Fiona Flavin
Co. Dublin
Phone: 0870644981 Email: fiona.flavin@ucdconnect.ie 
Studying Food and Agri Buisness Management in UCD has been a rewarding experience. Throughout my 
degree, I gained relevant knowledge and a broad set of skills which I can apply to any future job. I completed 
a study abroad programme in Purdue University, Indiana USA, which was a brilliant opportunity. My 
professional work placement in McCambridges Bread allowed me to gain genuine experience in the field 
of Agri-Business. I was involved in tasks including quality control, product development and planning 
and managing their participation in Bloom 2017. I would like to work in the agri food sector and have an 
internationally focused career, with opportunities to travel and promote Irish agriculture. 

Matthew Halpin
Carlanstown, Kells, Co. Meath
Phone: 087 9621511 Email: matthew.halpin@ucdconnect.ie
I have always been passionate about agriculture. Through growing up on a high-profile suckler farm, 
which has hosted events for the Irish Grassland Association, Teagasc and the BETTER farm beef 
programme and by meeting high-profile individuals at these events, I have developed a drive and 
an ambition to make a difference in this sector. Furthermore, my studies at UCD have deepened my 
knowledge of the industry, while my Professional Work Experience at The Irish Farmers Journal and 
Kepak has given me invaluable skills and an excellent hands-on experience to succeed in the Agri-
sector. I am ready to make an impact on this exciting industry.

Henry Keyes
Coole, Raheen, Abbeyleix, Co. Laois
Phone: 0871324409 Email: Henry.keyes@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a background of a family run business where I’ve developed an enthusiastic and 
entrepreneurial mindset. During my PWE, I received a distinction as I had a successful and enjoyable 
experience with MSD Animal Health where I took up the role of Marketing associate which provided 
me with a great understanding the agri industry. The role involved carrying out a broad range of 
both sales & marketing activities such as advertisement creation, event coordination and sales calls in 
conjunction with other major agribusinesses. I hope to work in the agricultural sector and utilise my 
skills for the progression of the company & Myself.

Lydia Igoe
Virginia, Co. Cavan
Phone: 0861941477 Email: Lydia.igoe@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, conscientious and reliable individual with a passion for progressing in the agricultural 
industry. Through working with Glanbia Ingredients Ireland and Grant Thornton Ireland I have 
gained valuable experience and skills. I pride myself on working well under pressure, excellent 
communication skills and enjoying responsibility. A semester in Purdue University, Indiana has given 
me a much broader insight into other nations perspectives on the agri-food industry. I hold a full clean 
drivers license and welcome the opportunity to travel. I look forward to pursuing a challenging and 
rewarding career in the food and agribusiness industry.

Kate Jennings 
Roestown, Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath 
Phone: 0851288808 Email: kate.jennings@ucdconnect.ie 
I thrive in an environment that promotes personal growth and development. As a result of my passion 
for travel and other cultures, I have engaged and made ties with people from all over the world. I 
firmly believe that this, as well as my love of languages will benefit me in an international business 
environment. It is my belief that persistent food insecurity and rural poverty as well as economic 
instability are challenges that require a major rethink of how we do business. I am creative in dealing 
with people and I am not afraid to initiate change.  
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Jenny Ryan
Camas, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0877521354 Email: jenny.ryan@ucdconnect.ie 
After four years of studying food and agri-business management I feel like I now have a much better 
understanding of the importance of the Irish agri-food industry and am now ready to pursue a career 
in this area. I completed 7 months work experience with BFree Foods and feel I gained an invaluable 
insight into the running of an international company. Here I was given the opportunity to split my time 
between both Finance and Marketing and got to experience a role in both departments and it’s from here 
my interest in pursuing a career in a sales or marketing role has stemmed. 

Louise Kennedy
Stepaside, Dublin 18
Phone: 0873410313 Email: louise.kennedy.1@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a non-farming background, my time studying Food and Agribusiness Management 
in UCD has provided me with a great appreciation for all aspects of the Agricultural sector. This 
appreciation was heightened by my semester spent studying at Kansas State University, as it gave me 
an alternative view of how agriculture in the US compares to that in Ireland. My time spent with Grant 
Thornton as part of my PWE, combined with my part-time work in the restaurant industry throughout 
my college experience have given me the tools to work competently in a fast paced and professional 
environment - as part of a team. I would describe myself as an ambitious, highly motivated and reliable 
problem solver, and I apply these characteristics to every challenge and task that I am faced with. 

Seadhna Mac Gabhann
Sandyford, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0872698466  Email: seadhnamacgabhann@gmail.com
Self-driven, motivated worker with a passion for all things food and business. Very easy going with 
exceptional interpersonal skills Since a young age I’ve had an undeniable desire to travel the world. 
Spent a semester in my 3rd year of Food and Agribusiness Management on Erasmus in University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. This helped open my mind to global agricultural issues and to how the 
worlds food and agricultural systems do not mirror those of our own. Placement in 3rd year was spent 
with Dublin based Valeo Foods. This experience enabled me to practice my networking skills within a 
professional environment, which is a skill I believe is necessary in todays business fast paced business 
environment. I have a particular interest in operations and food marketing.

Joshua McCormick 
Rhode, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0857569596 Email: joshuamccormick@gmail.com
I have a strong drive to succeed and give my best in every situation I find myself in. I enjoy being taken 
out of my comfort zone as demonstrated by conducting part of my work placement in America where 
I worked with craft beverage industry associations. Through my work with Ballymooney Foods I have 
gained an appreciation of the management and running of an Irish food enterprise. These experiences 
as well as my study abroad in Illinois have greatly developed my interpersonal and communication 
skills and I look forward to applying this to a future career.

Ruth McKenna
Enagh, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan
Phone: (086) 3566364 Email: ruth.mc-kenna.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, self-motivated person who thrives in a fast paced environment especially 
where customer satisfaction is the main goal. With a family background in the hotel industry my 
interpersonal, communication and problem-solving skills have been developed from an early age. My 
work placement in the supply chain function of a leading consumer foods business, Dawn Farm Foods 
provided me with real responsibility while allowing me to develop my ability to think strategically 
and strive for continuous improvement. I am currently seeking challenging and engaging graduate 
opportunities with a particular interest in supply chain and logistics.

Nicole McPadden
Garr, Rhode, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: 086 239 4650  Email: Nicole.mc-padden@ucdconnect.ie
I have gained invaluable knowledge of the food-business sector during my PWE with Country Crest and 
Ballymaguire Foods. My definitive drive to improve my chosen industry into the future with my forward 
thinking and versatile personality was rewarded with a Certificate of Excellence for outstanding achievement 
for this professional work experience placement. I have gained exceptional people skills working in the 
hospitality sector over the last 4 years. My determination and hard work also enabled me to achieve high 
grades throughout my degree. I was brought up on and continue to be strongly involved in a very successful 
suckler beef farm which has produced numerous All Ireland winning cattle. I will bring this passion and 
attention to detail to excel in whichever area of the sector I pursue. 



Sean Mongey
Stackallen, Slane, Co. Meath 
Phone: 0858438309 Email: sean.mongey@ucdconnect.ie
Highly driven and ambitious individual. I enhanced my global agricultural knowledge by taking the 
opportunity to study abroad in one of America’s leading agricultural colleges, Iowa State University. 
This experience helped broaden my scope for the sector and has provided me with a passion to travel 
within my career. My 9 month professional work experience in the tax department with Grant Thornton 
has further aided me in my studies and understanding of professional service firms. The experience 
along with a summer internship with the Central Bank of Ireland has taught me the importance of 
team work and how to achieve personal and team goals effectively.

Niall Morris
Tullyvohaun, Croghan Co. Roscommon
Phone: 0864044136     Email: niall.morris.3@ucdconnect.ie  
I have a strong interest in rural development and the regeneration of rural areas. I have gained 
invaluable knowledge of the agricultural industry from completing 7 months work placement with 
Aurivo. I currently work part-time in Aurivo’s Animal Feed mill in the Quality control department and 
liaise with the sales reps. I have to work on my own initiative which has given me excellent teamwork 
and communication skills and I strive to apply the knowledge I have gained from working with Aurivo 
and studying the FAM programme to a successful career in the agri-business sector. I have a full clean 
drivers licence and willingness to travel. 

Darragh O'Callaghan
Watergrasshill Co. Cork 
Phone: 0862364389 Email: Darragh.o-callaghan@ucdconnect.ie
Highly motivated, energetic and ambitious individual with a strong work ethic. I place particular 
emphasis on personal relationships and as such work particularly well as part of a team. I completed my 
PWE placement with Kerry taste and nutrition, working in the procurement team. This was a valuable 
opportunity to apply the business principles learnt on the Food & Agribusiness Mgmt. program to 
the food industry. During this period, I greatly improved my critical thinking & analytical skills as 
well as developing soft skills such as MS excel, SQL & public speaking. I am particularly interested in 
companies developing international markets for Irish exports.

David O’Dwyer
Moycarkey, Thurles, Co.Tipperary
Phone: 0879692363   Email: david.o-dwyer.1@ucdconnect.ie
I would describe myself as an honest, hardworking individual who enjoys a challenge and is confident 
with public speaking. During my 3rd year of college, I took the opportunity to study at Purdue University, 
one of America’s leading agricultural universities where I studied Financial Management, Principles of 
Selling and Commodity Marketing. I achieved a distinction grade in my Professional Work Experience 
as a Sales and Marketing Specialist with Interchem and as an Executive Assistant with the IFA. Through 
college and my work experience, I have gained a greater understanding of the Agricultural industry. I 
aspire to work with a successful company with opportunities to grow and travel. 

Lucy O’Quigley
Clonmel, Co.Tipperary
Phone: 0874162107 Email: lucyoquigley@gmail.com
My entrepreneurial mind-set lead me to study in UCD. I believe my inert passion for the industry is 
shown through my lack of agricultural background - from a young age I have shown a strong interest 
in business and therefore naturally arriving at a place of excitement in the area of Food & Agribusiness 
displays how intrinsically passionate I am about the industry. I’m a natural leader – I’ve captained sailing 
teams and have instructed in both Ireland and the USA. During my time on placement working for 
Total Produce I gained vast experience while working in the quality control department: teamwork, 
organisation and communication skills were all essential to ensure my success. Following completion of 
my degree I hope to branch out further within the industry, having realised a keen liking for marketing 
of agri-products and services. 

Dan O’Mahony 
Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0876929242 Email: Dan.o-mahony@ucdconnect.ie
I have gained a greater understanding of the importance of agriculture both in Ireland and 
Internationally, I have also attained skills such as leadership, teamwork and prioritization through 
my course work and also my professional work placement in Accenture. I am a highly driven person 
who takes on every task with enthusiasm and hard work. I look forward to picking up new skills and 
further developing the skills that I have already learned to make sure my time spent studying in UCD 
is put to good use in the future.
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Rachael Raftery 
Ballyhard, Glenamaddy, County Galway
Phone: 086 8981352 Email: rachael.raftery@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard working and self motivated individual. Coming from a suckler and sheep farm in East 
County Galway my passion for agriculture started at a very young age. Through studying Food & 
Agribusiness Management in UCD I have developed my understanding and knowledge of the 
Agri-Food sector, particularly during my Professional Work Experience. During my PWE I gained 
invaluable experience while working with the Teagasc Advisory service in Tuam and also Hygeia 
Chemicals Limited in Oranmore, County Galway. I have excellent communication skills which have 
been hugely beneficial to me while working in retail for the past five years. I enjoy meeting customers 
and excel under pressure. I hold a full clean drivers licence. 

Liam Reidy
Dundrum, Dublin
Phone: 0858348060 Email: liam.reidy@ucdconnect.ie
UCD, the curriculum of Food and Agribusiness  has provided me with an invaluable flexibility to 
enhance both my agricultural science and management understanding. When I undertook my 
placements at Slaney Foods International and Airfield farm. I learnt to combine my interest in 
agribusiness management with my feeling of social responsibility to tackle global issues, such as 
wholefoods, sustainability and community involvement. The vast amount of knowledge I’ve gained 
and skills that I’ve learnt coupled with my strong interpersonal skills and positive attitude makes me 
a perfect fit for not only the food and agribusiness sector but in fact any sector of the business world.

Gillian Richardson
Aghade, Kilbride, Carlow
Phone: 0858136253 Email: gilliankrichardson@gmail.com
I am a reliable, diligent and enthusiastic individual from a suckler, sheep and tillage farm. A semester 
abroad at the University of Connecticut gave me great insight into international perspectives and the 
American Agri-Food industry. I achieved a Distinction for my PWE with Agri Aware. My time on PWE 
allowed me to gain an understanding of the diverse Irish Agri-Food sector by working with many of 
Agri Aware’s patrons to further the mission statement.  I have an intermediate level of German, possess 
a full clean drivers licence and I am open challenges, whether they be home or abroad.

Ellen Smith
Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 0861085947 Email: ellen.smith.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a diligent, enthusiastic and goal-oriented person who takes great pride in their work. I studied abroad 
for a semester in third year to Purdue University, where I accumulated skills in professional selling, got 
to experience university life in the States and more. Following this, I completed work experience with 
Agri Aware, where I organised events, ran Agri Aware’s social media and website and participated in team 
meetings. When I graduate, I would like to be working in a sales, marketing or communications role. I am 
always willing to undertake new challenges to add to my portfolio of accomplishments.

Thomas Smith
Crumlin, Dublin 
Phone: 0851333538 Email: thomas.smith.1@ucdconnect.ie
Born and reared in Dublin, I have always been intrigued by the food industry. I am a confident, vibrant 
and outgoing individual. I have developed exceptional interpersonal skills from both recreational and 
professional experiences. My professional work experience includes two separate roles at both Kerry 
Group and Agrakepak International. I am not afraid of change and I like to challenge myself in a 
competitive environment. I have consistently achieved high grades throughout my time at third level 
and my education includes a semester studying abroad at Cornell University, NY. I have a keen interest 
in developing a career in the areas of business development and finance.  

Charlie Smyth
Annagharnathy,  Virginia,  Co. Cavan
Phone: 0851434335 Email: charlie.smyth@ucdconnect.ie
I am a proactive young farmer from the North East with experience to date in beef, poultry, dairy and tillage 
production.  In 2017 I was the first winner of the young farmers discussion group chair of Ireland and I’m 
currently a seat holder with Ceja,  the European Council of young farmers in Brussels.  I’ve an honours 
degree in Sustainability in Agriculture from DKIT and I’m very interested in the Food and Agri Business 
sector as I’m a highly motivated & driven individual. I’m very passionate about farming,  and  I’m engulfed 
by this way of life and I look forward to a positive long career in the Agricultural sector.
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Amy Ward 
Maidenhill Kells Road Kilkenny
Phone: 0872231262 Email: amyroseward@hotmail.com
I have excellent collaboration skills, I work well as part of a team. I also gained valuable experience 
as a team leader during my elective this year “intro to creative thinking” with an immersion day with 
Mastercard. I was awarded a distinction for my PWE where my time in Total Produce Ireland and also 
my years in UCD have given me an excellent grounding in many aspects of the agricultural industry. 
I have a full clean driving licence. I am looking forward to contributing to our growing agricultural 
sector and also to the challenges and opportunities that will present themselves in my future career.

Evan Buttimer
Crohane, Ballinascarthy, Clonakilty, Co. Cork.
Phone: 0876906135 Email: evan.buttimer@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, reliable, hardworking and motivated individual with the desire to succeed in a 
challenging career in agriculture. I grew up on an Autumn and Spring calving dairy farm which also 
produces beef. I am an open minded individual with great solving problems ability. I strive under 
pressure and am a great people person. During my studies in UCD, I spent 4 months in Teagasc  
Moorepark where I gained invaluable skill set from some of the experts in Irish Agriculture. I received 
a distinction for my placement.  

Kevin Coombes
Betsboro, Skibbereen, Co. Cork
Phone: 087-6466674 
Email: kevin.coombes@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, motivated and honest with a great work ethic. I come from a progressive dairy farm. I 
have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural industry. I completed my work experience on a 
1050 cow dairy farm in New Zealand. I also spent a semester in Moorepark where I gained invaluable 
experience. I am eager to learn and striving to have a successful career in the industry. My ambition in 
the next ten years is run and manage a dairy farm.

Ross Crowley
Kilbarry East, Dunmanway, Co. Cork
Phone: 0868643402 
Email: ross.crowley@ucdconnect.ie
I would describe myself as an enthusiastic, reliable and competent individual with a strong work ethic 
and a passion for progressing in the agricultural industry at all levels. I have seven years’ experience 
working in a co-op selling a vast range of agriculture products and also advising farmers how to deal 
with problems they encounter. As part of my PWE I also spent five months working on a large-scale 
dairy farm in New Zealand with over 1,400 cows. I’m always driven to achieve my goals and look 
forward to the challenges and opportunities which lay ahead.

Seadhna Crowley
Inchafune, Dunmanway, Co. Cork 
Phone: 0870652055 
Email: seadhna.crowley@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, honest and diligent individual who strives for success in all aspects of life. 
My strengths include a strong work-ethic, good time management and excellent organisational skills. 
I have an interest in every aspect of agriculture and am comfortable working individually or as part of 
a team. I look to the future with enthusiasm and relish the opportunity of a challenging career in the 
agricultural sector. I hold a full clean driver’s license and am willing to travel.

Dairy Business
The Dairy Business programme was designed to provide students entering the dairy industry (dairy farming 
or supporting industries) with a high level of scientific, technical and business skills in conjunction with strong 
communication skills.
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Niall Duffy
Carnaveigh, Latton P.O., Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0871433837               Email: niall.duffy@ucdconnect.ie
I am a very ordinary, down to earth student on track to receive a 1:1 degree in Dairy Business. My work 
ethic is driven by a love for learning, learning something new everyday is a great feeling! To improve myself 
it was essential to build bridges with influential people. In NZ I learned about techniques used to achieve 
target physical financial, personal KPIs on farm level.  Being involved in a National Grazing Days/Ha trial 
in Ballyhaise, opened my mind to experimental design and research methods. Taking part on the local 
Agricultural radio show in UCD along with spending time with over 50 Lakeland Dairy farmers improved 
my ability to answer and most importantly ask questions. Favourite activities include, writing and reading 
(Irish Farmers Journal bursary), football and Macra na Feirme, kayaking. I am open minded and would run 
towards any intriguing Agricultural business or science developments.

Anne Eviston 
Clonomocogue, Loughmore, Templemore, Co. Tipperary 
Phone: 0851533847                                  Email: anne.eviston1@gmail.com
I am a motivational leader who has a passion for agriculture. I have huge experience in both leading 
and working as part of a team as part of my camogie career. I am extremely hard working and always 
strive to do my best in any situation I am faced with. Having grown up on a dairy farm this is where my 
passion sprung from. I’ve gained vast experience working on a large-scale dairy farm in New Zealand 
as part of PWE and had a unique learning experience in Moorepark Co. Cork. I have a great work 
ethic. I am excited to build a career in the Agricultural industry while not letting go of my dairying 
roots. I have a full clean drivers licence and would certainly be open to travelling.

James Feehan
Helenpark, Killenaule, Co.Tipperary
Phone: 0858400661 Email: James.feehan@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a driven, honest and hardworking person who thrives on taking on responsibility. I am not afraid of 
a challenge and am more than willing to step outside my comfort zone. I come from a dairy farm in south 
Tipperary. I am passionate about low cost grass based dairy production. My passion for this type of farming 
system was strengthened by working on a large scale 800 cow dairy farm in New Zealand as part of my 
PWE which was helped by a bursary from FBD, along with my time spent in Teagasc Moorepark. I believe 
the future of the Irish Dairy Industry is bright and I am determined to have a role in its growth and success. 

Paul Fitzpatrick
Creggaun, Craughwell, Co Galway
Phone: 0863227185   Email: paul.fitzpatrick@ucdconnect.ie
I would describe myself as a hardworking and enthusiastic person who is able to participate within a group 
or individually. I have a massive passion for Irish agriculture especially dairy farming. Coming come a non 
farming back round I became involved working on a dairy farm from an early age. I have since become 
immersed in the local farming community working with numerous dairy farmers in the area helping to 
develop my relationships with farmers, along with management and farm practices skills. Building on this 
experience is the time spent on a dairy farm in New Zealand and a semester in Teagasc Moorepark.

John Forbes
Shinaugh, Dunmanway, Co. Cork
Phone: 0838349240  Email: john.forbes@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a strong dairy background, I am hugely passionate about what I do and have great 
drive and ambition to achieve my goals and tackle the challenges our growing agricultural sector has 
to offer. I am honest, reliable and hardworking. I have excellent interpersonal skills which I regard as 
my most valued asset. I am a team player and relish the challenges of leadership. I gained valuable 
experience throughout my semester at Teagasc Moorepark and in 2015 received an FBD travel bursary 
to complete my PWE on a 1700 cow farm in New Zealand. I have a keen willingness to travel further 
and also hold a full clean drivers licence.

Niall Gallagher
Leonagh, Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 087 9506406      Email: niall.gallagher.1@ucdconnect.ie
From a beef suckler background, agri-business has been my passion from an early age. Currently 
pursuing a career in the growing dairy industry. Active student representative, Class rep at UCD, 
elected Head Boy at secondary school. Highly accomplished in the disciplined sport of boxing, having 
won multiple awards at regional and national level including All Ireland Boxing Champion at U18. In 
2016, I had the opportunity to contribute to the successful operation of a high-scale dairy farm in New 
Zealand with exposure to working practices in farm profitability management and control.
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Emma Gilsenan
Corronagh, Virginia, Co. Cavan
Phone: 086 3676701 Email: Emma.gilsenan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, ambitious and hardworking individual with a strong interest in the dairy industry. 
Having grown up a progressive dairy farm I have gained valuable knowledge and experience of 
the dairy sector starting from a very young age. During my professional work experience I got the 
opportunity to travel to New Zealand where I spent 6 months working on a large scale, grass based 
dairy farm and receive a distinction for my placement. I am a driven person and one of my long-
term goals would be to help improve the sustainability of dairy industry in Ireland. I look forward to 
furthering my career in the agricultural sector. 

Conor Hogan
Roden, Rathcabbin, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0876669600 Email: conor.hogan@ucdconnect.ie
I am very ambitious about pursuing a career in agriculture, relishing the challenges it will bring. I pride 
myself on leaving no stone unturned on my path to achieving my goals. This can be seen through the 
academic and sporting awards I have achieved in UCD and at home with my local GAA and rugby 
clubs. Having spent a semester in the worlds finest dairy research facility in Moorepark and 6 months 
as part of an efficient and clinical team, dairy farming in New Zealand, I feel ready and prepared to 
leave my mark on the agricultural industry.

Darragh Keane
Toberroe, Athenry, Co. Galway
Phone: 0872192180 Email: Darragh.keane@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a dairy farm I have been involved in agriculture from a very young age. I am reliable, 
extremely hardworking individual and always strive to do my best in any situation I face. I was awarded 
a distinction in PWE, where I gained valuable experience & knowledge on a progressive dairy farm in 
New Zealand and also the semester I spent in Teagasc Moorpark where I gained an invaluable knowledge 
from some of the top researchers & experts in Irish agriculture. I am always driven to achieve my goals 
and look forward to the challenges and opportunities ahead of me in the agriculture sector.

Paul Kingston 
5 Hollyridge Broomfield Midleton Co. Cork
Phone: 0858415360 Email: Paulk227@gmail.com
I am a Dairy Business student with a strong interest in the dairy industry. I am hard working, ambitious 
and motivated to achieve my goals. I come from a dairy farm and have experience on a number of 
farms ranging in scale. My PWE has given me the opportunity to travel to New Zealand to work on a 
dairy farm where I was given a range of responsibilities that I was comfortable preforming. Traveling 
abroad was something that I really enjoyed and is something that I would consider in the future as it 
really broadened my mind. I feel I gained a lot of practical skills from it. I look forward to the next step 
towards a career in the agricultural industry.

Cian Lehane
Aherla, Co. Cork
Phone: 0868676875 Email: cian.lehane@ucdconnect.ie
I have a keen interest in agriculture since a young age, having grown up on a dairy and beef farm which 
fuelled my passion for the ever exciting and evolving dairy industry. Through my love of animals and 
breeding I established the Pedigree Bawntown Friesian herd in 2015 which has been very successful. My 
time spent in New Zealand for PWE depicts my strong work ethic milking 850 cows. Along with this, 
experience spent in Moorepark research centre, with progressive farmers and in UCD has given me a good 
grounding in the technical, business and practical areas of the dairy and agriculture industry as a whole. 
I place a high emphasis on having an honest and strong work ethic. Through my interest in sports I have 
also developed skills such as leadership, teamwork and strengthened my interpersonal skills. I hold a clean 
driving license and am willing to travel.

Aidan Morrison
Castlerichard, Killeagh, Co. Cork
Phone: 0863269854        Email: Aidan.Morrison@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, ambitious and hardworking individual with a great passion for the agri-sector 
especially the dairy industry, having grown up on a dairy farm. I received an Irish Farmers Journal travel 
bursary for my work placement in New Zealand where I worked on 2 different large scale dairy farms 
gaining valuable experience on efficient practices and working with a team. I then spent 4 months in 
Teagasc Moorepark, networking and getting to know some of the top people in the agricultural industry. 
I believe that there is a bright future for the Irish dairy sector and I am determined to have a role in its 
future and success.
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Diarmuid O Callaghan
Maulatrahane, Skibbereen, Co. Cork
Phone: 083-8281280 Email: diarmuidocallaghan@hotmail.com
I am an honest, reliable, hard-working individual looking to develop a successful career in the agricultural-
food sector. My time in UCD has been hugely beneficial for my own personal development. I have gained 
incredible practical experience as well as theoretical understanding. I am from a dairy farm but have a wide 
interest in all things agricultural. I carried out my PWE on a dairy farm in New Zealand. I spent a summer 
on a large scaled dairy farm in the USA. I have my own business running an ultrasound scanning service. I 
also have a huge interest in country music and GAA.

Eamonn O’Flaherty
Tubbertoureen, Moyvane, Listowel, Co.Kerry
Phone: 0872784501 Email: eamonn.o-flaherty@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, detail-oriented and goal driven individual who is eager to learn. I hope to 
secure a role that best aligns with not only my degree but also my work experience which includes six 
months placement in Canterbury, New Zealand as a Dairy Assistant and a further six months study in the 
Moorepark Teagasc Food and Research Centre. Coming from a dairy farm in county Kerry and having 
worked part time with the Farm Relief Service for the last  18 months I have a well rounded knowledge of 
the agricultural industry. I not only work well in team-based roles, I am also confident in my own personal 
ability and work well on my own intuition. This has been proven in numerous group based projects in 
college and on placement. 

Cathal O’Sullivan 
Gurteen, Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan 
Phone: 0862292245  Email: cathal.o-sullivan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest and hardworking person who thrives on taking on responsibility. I am not afraid of a challenge 
and I am willing to step outside my comfort zone. I have demonstrated this when I leased my own pub for 
four months during college. My home farm consists of sheep and beef where I have a detailed knowledge. My 
passion is in Dairy production. I have gained experience in this sector as part of my six month placement in 
LacPatrick Dairies Co. Monaghan, my semester in Teagasc Moorepark and one year working on a 220 cow 
dairy farm in during the holidays from college.  I have my own transport and I am willing to travel.

Tom Phelan
Tullowglass, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 085-8385417 Email: tom.phelan@ucdconnect.ie 
An ambitious, reliable and determined individual with a strong work ethic. My interest and passion 
for the agricultural sector developed from growing up and working on a dairy farm. My PWE in 
New Zealand and semester in Teagasc Moorepark greatly broadened my knowledge of the dairy 
sector. These experiences coupled with employment in Glanbia Ingredients, Ballyragget and with an 
independent agricultural consultant have exposed me to and given me an in-depth understanding of 
the different areas in the agricultural industry. My ambition is to actively contribute to the agricultural 
sector with a progressive and innovative company.

Alex Sheehan
Tannersrath, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0858456040 Email: alex.sheehan@ucdconnect.ie
I grew up on a dairy and beef farm and have experience in working in every type of farm production 
system. I have also work with an agricultural consultant during summer months. During my PWE 
I travelled to New Zealand for which I received the FBD/ IFJ PWE scholarship, where I worked on 
a large scale 1400 cow dairy farm. I have proven ability to work as a team member and a leader in a 
team which are shown in my active participation in rugby, GAA and the UCD Agricultural Society 
Careers Comittee. I was the winner of the UCD stage 3 academic scholarship.  My relaxed and practical 
approach in life allows me to adapt quickly in new roles and work well under pressure. I strive to work 
in a constantly changing environment which challenges me on a daily basis.

Shane Skehil
Gurteen, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Phone: 0879306352    E-mail: shane.skehill@ucdconnect.ie
I would consider myself a hard-working, loyal person with a strong willingness to learn.  I have a great 
passion for the Agricultural sector especially the Dairy sector.  I enjoy travelling and learning new ways of 
doing things as has been done during my time in New Zealand on PWE.  I have strong and broad interest 
in Dairying but I would love to be involved in the area of nutrition or accounting and economics sectors 
within Agriculture because of my love for measuring, managing, and attention to detail. I have gained 
experience in these areas by working closely with previous employers and I am always looking for more 
ways to improve my knowledge in these areas. I enjoy working with people but would consider myself a 
self-motivated person.

Dairy Business
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Agri - Environmental Science
The main focus of this programme is the complex interactions between how land is used and natural environment. 
Skills are developed in integrated agricultural management, landscape, flora and fauna conservation, and 
environmental planning and assessment.

Niamh Allen
Mountmellick, Co. Laois
Phone: 0858250366  Email: niamh.allen@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic and determined individual with a passion for agriculture and the 
environment. Working well as part of a team is a skill which I have acquired over the last four years of 
my degree. I have gained a high level of experience through theoretical learning in the classroom as 
well as carrying out Professional Work Experience. Working with Teagasc during my placement has 
given me an in-depth knowledge of the Agricultural Advisory sector. I gained important knowledge 
in water assessment, water quality and EU environmental policies such as the Water Framework 
Directive during my PWE. I have also gained a hands-on experience working on a Dairy farm during 
my work placement.

Ruth Bennett Coady
Knockboy, Waterford
Phone: 0863034711 Email: ruth.bennett-coady@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in the environment and its relationship with agriculture has driven me to pursue a career 
in this sector. I have completed Professional Work Placements with Teagasc, SFPA and The Irish 
Beekeepers Association, with distinction. My studies have gained me transferable skills through team 
projects and with various computer programmes including ArcGIS. My effective time management, 
leadership and communication skills are reflected in balancing my high academic performance with 
the UCD Peer Mentoring Programme and management of UCD Windsurfing Club in my final year. I 
look forward to furthering my knowledge and experience in the growing agricultural sector.

Liam Casey
Priest road, Barnora, Cahir, Co.Tipperary
Phone: 0857771725  Email: liam.casey@ucdconnect.ie
As a student athlete who has represented my county and college, I have developed excellent 
communication skills along with being a team player who enjoys meeting and working with others. 
Also, I am a hardworking, ambitious, enthusiastic individual with good agricultural acumen and an 
ability to learn quickly. Growing up on a calf to beef farm has shaped me with a good work ethic and 
constant drive to improve. I have gained irreplaceable experience from my PWE with Teagasc and 
the DAFM, here, I worked with environmental schemes such as GLAS and AEOS. I’ve a full driving 
licence and I am seeking opportunities to work either in Ireland or abroad.

Brian Connolly             
Ballinacurra, Carrick On Suir, Co Waterford
Phone: 083 003 9593 Email: brianconnolly13@hotmail.com
A reliable, organized and enthusiastic individual, with a strong work ethic, who is determined to 
succeed. Growing up on a dairy and swine has shown me that nothing in life is impossible if you are 
willing to work hard. I have worked in all the food industries, from production, to preparation to 
the selling of products. Thanks to a successful PWE I feel equipped to take on any challenge big or 
small that faces me. One of my best attributes is the desire to be kept busy and active. I have strong 
communication skills, work well under pressure, and have a wide ranging skillset along with a sense of 
humor to offer the right employer and a full driver’s License.

Leah Dillon
Commons East, Cloyne, Co.Cork
Phone: 0862026071  Email: leah.dillon@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, practical person with excellent interpersonal skills. My interests lay in more 
alternative agricultural practices and environmental sustainability. I carried out several weeks of my 
work placement in Moorepark in Fermoy, which gave me an excellent insight into the current research 
projects that Teagasc are working on for the future of Irish agriculture. The rest of my placement was 
split between an organic dairy farm and Vesi-enviro, a company based in Little Island in cork that 
develops Integrated Constructed Wetlands (ICW).  Both peaked my interest and are defiantly paths 
that I would consider following in my career moving forward.



Ciarán Dowd
Drumgowna, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0879794851  Email: ciaran-dowd19@hotmail.com
I am a highly driven person who takes on every task with enthusiasm and hard work. I have strong 
leadership and team-work skills attained from working with Manor Farm since the age of 16. My 
time studying as an Agricultural student allowed me to gain greater knowledge and understanding of 
the agricultural sector and the impact it has on the environment. I have gained valuable experience 
on my PWE working with Teagasc, Lakeland dairies and a beef & tillage farm in France.  I enjoy 
looking for new challenges, I am always willing to learn new things, and am striving to succeed and 
develop myself further.

Caroline E. Draper
Tinderry, Knock, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0872166803   Email: caroline.draper@ucdconnect.ie
Having come from a farming background, I have always had an interest in the link between agriculture 
and the wider environment. Studying Agri- environmental science has always been an aim of mine. My 
main areas of interest are biodiversity, conservation, water quality and habitats. My Professional work 
experience has helped improved my perspective of agriculture and the environment having worked 
in Gurteen Agricultural College, Teagasc and FRS (Herdwatch). I am a hard worker, trustworthy and 
motivated and am keen to apply my knowledge to the real world and eager to learn more in doing so.

Patrick Geraghty 
Farthingstown, Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath.
Phone no: 085-1378759 Email: Patrick.geraghty.1@ucdconnect.ie
There are no secrets to success, working hard, staying positive and staying motivated are all key 
aspects. These are some of the many qualities that would describe me. I offer excellent interpersonal 
and communication skills along with work efficiency and speed without diminishing quality. My 
knowledge of the Agriculture industry was enhanced through work experience in the Teagasc office in 
Mullingar, working with Dunbia meat factory and working part of a team on a large scale dairy farm 
in New South Wales, Australia.  I have been a Recipient of a Distinction in PWE. I believe I am very 
fortunate to be graduating in such an exciting time in Irish agriculture.

Shane Gray
Cleenrath, Aughnacliffe, Co. Longford
Phone: 086-0652089  Email: Shane.gray.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a positive, punctual and hardworking individual with a passion for the Environment and 
Agriculture. I have in depth experience working for the Dept. of Agriculture and Teagasc during my 
PWE which has gained me invaluable experience on current issues and schemes in Ireland including 
GLAS and the compelling Organic Sector. Growing up on a busy suckler farm in Longford, balancing 
my part-time work in the construction industry along with my studies has helped me cultivate time 
management skills which I intend to apply in future employment. I am the reigning bonny baby 
champion of Longford Dring Festival of 1996. 

Laurence Kehoe
Upper Creacon, New Ross, Co. Wexford 
Phone: 0861064287   Email: laurence.kehoe@ucdconnect.ie
I have a strong interest and passion for agriculture and the environment. Growing up on the family 
farm, where we have both beef and sheep enterprises gave me an insight into the farming life from 
a young age. I consider myself a hard-working, reliable, forthright and enthusiastic individual, going 
forward I hope to include these traits along with my love and knowledge of farming to carve out a 
successful career in the agriculture industry. During my PWE in 3rd year, I undertook 16 weeks  of 
placement in both Teagasc and Progressive Genetics for which I received a certificate of excellence. 
The experience I gained whilst on placement will prove invaluable to me going forward. I believe my 
time in UCD studying Agri-Environmental Science has prepared me to fulfil my ambitions. 

Colm Kennedy
Velvetstown, Buttevant, Co.Cork
Phone: 0861786279  Email: colm.kennedy@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hardworking and motivated individual with the desire to succeed. I have a keen 
interest in the agricultural sector, specifically in the dairy industry. I have grown up on the the family 
dairy farm and have vast experience in that area. In PWE I gained extra experience in the Agricultural 
sector by working with Teagasc and in  a large scale tillage farm. After 4 years in UCD i have gained 
a lot of knowledge in the Agri-environmental sector and experience in fieldwork and computer 
programmes such as excel and ArcGIS.
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Hugh Larkin
Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 087 2189910  Email: hugh.larkin@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, versatile and motivated individual with a strong interest in agriculture and 
the environment. As part of my PWE in which I received a distinction, I travelled to Drumgoon 
Dairy in South Dakota USA where I broadened my knowledge of the dairy industry globally. I have 
worked for various advisory and research organisations such as Teagasc, LacPatrick and McCluskey 
Agri–Consultants. My experiences at home and abroad have showed me how to work efficiently in a 
busy environment as part of a team while also having to use my own initiative. I look forward to the 
challenges and opportunities that will present themselves in my future career.

Kexin Li
Roebuck Hill, Dublin 14
Phone: 0894987353  Email: kexin.li@ucdconnect.ie     
Since I came to UCD, I studied modules are relevant to Agri-Environmental Science with huge 
passion. Except for lectures, I did lots of group and course work in lab and through data searching 
under careful guidance of many people, so I had deeper understanding of different knowledge of 
agriculture and my skills in lab has greatly enhanced. Through 4 years study in SCAU and UCD, I 
am more interested in environment of agriculture and really look forward to continuing to improve 
my knowledge and skill in future.

Qiumin Li
Roebuck Hill Apartments, Dublin 14
Phone: 0894995458  Email: qiumin.li@ucdconnect.ie
As a conscientious, motivated and receptive individual, I come from china. Completed a joint 
bachelor programme of biological science and agri-environmental science between SCAU and 
UCD, both my holistic academic knowledge and relevant practical skills have been pyramided. 
Meanwhile, considering my passion about lab work, I have assisted in a published project as the 
second author in a SCAU lab. When performing the best of me under the circumstances that I am 
in, I am looking forward to making progress, playing a satisfactory role in my further study and 
future career as well.

Keelan McHugh
Creevy, Ballinamore, County Leitrim
Phone: 0879663617 Email: keelan.mc-hugh@ucdconnect.ie
Positive and hardworking personality, I have a keen interest in current environmental issues and 
experience in carrying out research in this area, both in Canada and Ireland. My agricultural 
background has given me a better perspective and understanding of the key challenges faced in 
achieving the balance between productivity and environmental sustainability. I have experience in 
GIS, data processing and nutrient management planning as well as field and lab work. I am highly 
motivated and carry out my work efficiently and enthusiastically. 

Naomi Mc Morrow 
Phone: 0862211604 Email: naomi.mc-morrow@ucdconnect.ie
Highly ambitious, positive and hardworking individual with a drive to succeed. I come from a suckler 
farm and have always had a keen interest in the agricultural sector from a young age. While working 
abroad in Brisbane, Australia I gained valuable experience in the dairy sector. I also completed 
work experience with Teagasc and the National Parks and Wildlife Service. My time spent with 
these furthered my practical and academic knowledge in a wide variety of areas. I hope to use my 
experience and knowledge and apply them to developing a strong career in the agricultural sector.  

Evan Mc Namara
Knocknahanee, Flagmount, Caher, Co. Clare 
Phone: 0871486241  Email: evan.mc-namara@ucdconnect.ie
I have grown up on a farm and have been involved in Agriculture from an early age. I am a hard-
working, diligent and a motivated student wit a big interest in farming especially with regards 
the Beef and dairy sector as that is what our farm at home specialise in. I also have an extensive 
knowledge of the Irish foster industry as I’ve spent the last 4 years working part time for a foster 
company. Got on very well in my PWE where I worked for both Teagasc and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Am involved in the collage hurling team at various levels this has 
given me grate team work skills. 
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Aisling Moffat 
Glendoher Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Phone: 086-8988344 Email: aisling.moffat@ucdconnect.ie
I have been passionate about environmental sustainability from a young age and through studying 
Agri-Environmental Science, have found many specific areas of interest, such as Entomology and 
Integrated Pest Management. My work placement in Teagasc Ashtown provided vital laboratory 
experience as well as experience in carrying out field trials. I also spent 4 weeks on Galtee Bee Farm in 
Tipperary. In the past I have volunteered as a research assistant for ecological surveys in South Buton, 
Indonesia.  I’m an extremely hard and dedicated worker, I enjoy being challenged and I am excited and 
enthusiastic to get out into the real world of work and research. 

Robert Moore 
Abbeyleix, Co. Laois
Phone: 0831513832 Email: Robert.moore.2@ucdconnect.ie 
From growing up on one of Ireland’s first large scale free range egg producing farms in Co. Wicklow and 
now living in Co. Laois, my interests have always been in the agricultural sector. I am passionate about 
sustainable agriculture and during my third year in UCD I was fortunate to gain a work placement 
with Cholderton Estate in the U.K,  which is a mixed-farming, organic estate incorporating tillage, 
sheep, beef, dairy as well as equine enterprises and participating in the HLS. I also gained experience 
in Ireland, working in Teagasc Portlaoise, where I gained further knowledge of GLAS, TAMS, BPS, 
as well as attending farm visits with advisers. For my PWE I received a distinction grade. I believe 
that I have gained valuable knowledge and skills that will equip me for an exciting career in the Agri-
environment sector.

Caroline Murtagh 
Fox Covert Stables, Coolaghknock glebe, Kildare , Co. Kildare.
Phone: 0879169250  E-mail: caroline.murtagh@ucdconnect.ie 
A hardworking, ambitious and enthusiastic individual who would ideally like to pursue a career that 
is both challenging and rewarding. I come from a Horse Racing background with a keen interest in 
Agriculture and the Environment. During my PWE I worked with Godolphin in Kildangan Stud, followed 
up with time spent in the Irish Equine Centre, the environmental and Nutrition Lab and Teagasc, gaining 
valuable in depth knowledge while achieving a distinction. I strive to achieve the at  top level, showing 
this by being the first lady jockey to ride the winner of the Apprentice Derby in 2015. 

Breifne O Brien
Edenticlare, Cavan Co. Cavan
Phone 0872710277 E-mail: breifne.o-brien@ucdconnect.ie
Success is not an accident. I am no stranger to hard work and was raised on a farm with the attitude of 
finishing when the task is done, not just when the clock strikes five. I have a strong motivation to have 
a worthwhile impact on the future of the agricultural sector. I am currently the student Union officer of 
the Agriculture, Food and Vet Faculties in U.C.D and chairman of my local I.F.A branch. I have gained 
experience in a diverse range of roles including herdsman in a 4500 cow Dairy in South Dakota, farm 
advisory with Teagasc and roles with Longford and Cavan water schemes. As a motivated, competent 
and enthusiastic individual, I look forward to a career within this rewarding industry.

Ferdia O’Leary
Proby Square, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0868452536 E-mail: ferdia.o-leary@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious, reliable individual who is highly motivated to succeed in the 
agricultural sector. I gained invaluable experience on PWE both on a 300 cow dairy farm and during 
my time at Teagasc research centre in Johnstown castle for which I received a distinction. Problem 
solving as well as dealing with people and working as part of a team were common on a day to day 
basis. Travelling and working abroad have always appealed to me to expand my knowledge of the 
sector and gain new experience and skills. I look forward to undertaking new challenges and meeting 
new people as I begin my career in the agricultural sector.

Julian Pawlowski
Eden Point, Rossinver, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 0876240811                   Email: julian.pawlowski@ucdconnect.ie
My strong interest in agriculture stems from a less conventional introduction to the sector. I did not 
grow up on a farm but have always had a strong desire to pursue a career in agriculture and because 
of this, I have worked in many different branches of agriculture including sheep, dairy, beef and soil 
science. I have a particular interest in the environment and organics. I am eager to initiate my career 
in agriculture and my tenacity, excellent people skills and ability will provide a great platform to do so. 
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JohnJoe Ryan 
Gortnagowna, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0866625107 Email: john.ryan.9@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a dairy farm, agriculture has been central to my upbringing. My strong work 
ethic and knowledge of the agricultural sector is a result of being involved in the family farm from a 
very young age. I have seen and continue to experience first-hand the dedication and hard work that is 
involved in farming. Hardworking, ambitious and reliable are words used by my previous employers to 
describe my personality and work ethic. My excellent communication skills mean I engage easily with 
others when working as part of a team. I have confidence in my own ability and have demonstrated 
the ability to work independently and use my own initiative while working with FRS Network. I have 
gained invaluable experience throughout my degree, especially on Professional Work Experience in 
Teagasc and FRS Network. I have an open minded progressive approach towards the sector and I look 
forward to a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural sector.

Xuewen Tan
31 Roebuck Hill Apartment, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14
Phone: 0838608191     Email: xuewen.tan@ucdconnect.ie
Because I am very interested in agricultural management, I chose Agri-Environmental Science as 
my major in UCD. With ambitious mind and highly motivated attitude in my study and work, I 
participated a voluntary internship in UCD Earth Institute last year. My focus in plant pathology is 
wheat fungal disease, so I joined the plant-microbe interaction group. During the internship, I knew 
a complete system of fungal disease management in agricultural production. This experience made 
me have a better understanding of mitigating plant disease using biotechnology. The knowledge I 
learned in my module and internship is very helpful for my career development. I am trustworthy and 
hardworking, with passion and confidence.

Xianhan Tang
31 Roebuck hill Apartments, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14, Ireland
Phone: 0838609016          Email: xianhan.tang@ucdconnect.ie
I am a keen, positive and hardworking person with a passion for the agricultural environment. I 
believe i can work well in a team with my experience and knowledge in the agricultural issue, and 
i also have the ability to meet the demand in the individual work. After two years in SCAU and two 
years in UCD i have built a solid foundation in environmental science and ecology. I am equiped with 
a broad range of practical skills in field work. I have a keen interest in environmental protection and 
wildlife conservation.

Conor Tully
Briarfort, Williamstown, Co. Galway
Phone: 0868987085  Email: conor.tully@ucdconnect.ie
I have grown up with a strong farming background with an interest in farming from a young age 
with experience in the dairy, beef and sheep sectors. I am hard working, highly motivated, ambitious 
and dedicated individual. I work well as part of a team but also can work on my own initiative. I have 
developed many key skills such as the ability to listen and to find common ground in any situation.  
From my years of studying in UCD I have gained a vast knowledge of the agricultural sector and the 
environment and I am looking forward to applying this to the real world.

Jiaxin Wen
171 Roebuck Castle, Dublin 14
Phone: 0892415406    Email: jiaxin.wen@ucdconnect.ie
As an enthusiastic, honest, trustworthy person, I have a strict attitude towards life. The amazing 
university activities let me master the way of learning, I have well ability to get new knowledge and 
new things now. I’m getting along well with lecturers and classmates. As an agricultural environmen-
tal science student, I have gained a lot of practical skills and better understanding of my major in the 
school and through the internship. I believe that my keen interest on environment will lead me to a 
better future.  

Jianmin Wu
Phone: 089 4408315      Email: jianmin.wu@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking and motivated individual with a passion for the agricultural and environmental 
science. As an international student, my language skill improves during the study and it is recognized 
by my academic achievement. Through the courses and lab work in my programme, I have the basic 
knowledge and skills about both agriculture and environment. I am willing to apply what I have 
learned into practice, so I have assisted a research programme about River Duag in Co. Tipperary for 
several times. I look forward to working in the environmental sector in the future.
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Horticulture, Landscape & Sports Turf Management
This programme develops expertise and skills for a wide range of careers in fresh food production, quality assurance, 
nursery and ornamental plant production, garden centre management, sports turf (golf courses, playing fields, etc) 
and landscape management. 
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Niamh Flannelly 
Rathredmond, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo
Ambitious and outgoing individual, with a strong and honest work ethic. I was reared on a sheep farm 
and I have been exposed to farming since early childhood. I also have a background in horse-racing 
which allowed me to develop my interest in sports turf. Throughout my degree I have developed a 
keen interest in the fruit and vegetable production sector. I look forward to obtaining a role where I 
can bring real value to a professional setting while, continuing to develop my capabilities. I carried out 
my internship in Ontario, Canada and thoroughly enjoyed my experience with TDI International Ag. 

Lebin Liu
Glenomena House 6, UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4
Phone: 0899665406 Email: lebin.liu@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, friendly, reliable person who is never give up facing a challenge. I have gained good 
scores and have knowledge of both life sciences, my first two years in China, and horticulture when I 
studied in UCD. I have studied in landscape, food production and also took lectures in common skills 
like academic writing and profession communication. In addition, I went to many field trips by which 
I obtained practical experiences. I took an internship in summer vacation and had the opportunity 
to run the whole procedure of testing samples that potentially have some certain viruses. I did well in 
team works as well as working individually.

Paul O'Connor
Coolbagh, Clashmore, Co. Waterford
Phone: 0879941752 Email: paul.o-connor.5@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, ambitious and dedicated individual, with a strong work ethic and determined 
to succeed. In undertaking this degree I have gained knowledge in science, technology, business 
management and communications. For my PWE I worked with SAP Landscapes, which is Ireland’s 
largest landscape and grounds maintenance company and gained invaluable insight into many 
aspects of the horticulture sector. I play GAA with my local club and also with the college and enjoy 
being part of a team. I hold a clean full driving license and am willing to travel anywhere to work in 
Ireland or abroad.

Patrick O'Sullivan
Castleore, Ballintogher, Co. Sligo
Phone: 0872652229             Email: patrick.o-sullivan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a diligent, enthusiastic and success driven person, with a strong passion for both horticulture and 
agriculture sector. I have gained invaluable experience through-out my degree, especially on PWE; 
coming from an intensive sheep farm I am not afraid of hard work.  I have a full clean driving licence 
and a willingness to travel. I have gained plenty of experience dealing with people through working in 
Agri-sales.  I tend to be a very competitive individual who thrives under pressure. I look forward to 
expanding my knowledge and skills for a rewarding career. 

Jianing Zhang
Apt 31, Roebuck Hill, Dublin 14
Phone: 083 860 5369         Email: jianing.zhang@ucdconnect.ie
I am a dedicated, reliable and hard-working individual in the realm of agriculture and environmental 
sciences. Studying and working in a molecular biology lab in South China Agricultural University has 
also gained me a load of knowledge in biology. I am eager to devoting myself into the cutting-edge 
research, wanting to make the world a bit better. I am highly motivated, organized with a range of 
working experiences and competent skills when facing tasks. I enjoy studying, acquiring knowledge 
and achieving self-esteem while defeating challenges. 
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Eoin Sweetman
Phone: 0872285477  Email: eoin.sweetman@ucdconnect.ie
I am a high achieving, self-motivated individual and enjoy working hard to meet my goals in both my 
personal and work life. I come from a farming and a sports turf background and a passion developed 
for both agriculture and horticulture at an early age. I gained valuable experience in landscaping and 
protected cropping while on my PWE to add to my vast sports turf experience. I am a natural leader 
having captained and managed my football club and enjoy working in a team. I am looking forward to 
challenging and developing my skills after I graduate. I also have a clean driver license.

Ben Turner
Kitestown, Crossabeg, Co.Wexford
Phone: (087) 9618433     Email: ben.turner.1@ucdconnect.ie
Since I have taken a BSc in Horticulture, Landscape and Sportsturf Management, I have acquired 
knowledge in science, soil agronomics, business management, all aspects of horticulture and turfgrass. 
I have a strong work ethic, passionate of my work and always looking to challenge myself in the next 
chapter of my career. I had a 4 month spell in the US at a Top 100 golf course where I gained a high 
level of practical experience where teamwork communication skills were vital. I adapted to any roles 
I was assigned and my willingness to put my head down and work hard allowed me to have a rather 
successful time over there. Hands on experience with Boom Sprayers and a wide range of chemicals, 
herbicides, fungicides. Future careers goals in the turfgrass industry would be possibly an agronomics 
adviser, assistant superintendent, head superintendent or head groundsman at a top stadium where 
high quality playing conditions are a necessity.

Yuchi Zhang
Email: yuchi.zhang@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, goal-oriented and determined person, making every effort to achieve a desired 
standard. I love plants so I chose horticulture as my study in UCD. Based on the knowledge gained 
in horticultural study, I had an internship in the sector of horticultural plant design in China in 2017. 
I am quite flexible, tenacious and courageous in facing problems and I believe I can well manage my 
future careers by utilizing the knowledge both from SACU and UCD.

Huakun Zhao
Glenomena house 3, Apartment 12, UCD
Phone: 083 8606779 
Email: huakun.zhao@ucdconnect.ie
With the two years learning in Horticulture, Landscape & Sportsturf Management, I have developed a 
special interest in the sports industry. Both my core and elective modules provide me significant help 
on teamwork skills and understanding on relevant business ideas. From my internship experience on a 
golf course, I decided to go further on improving my knowledge by continuing study in sports business 
in the UK. With my Bio-science and HLSM background, I look forward to pursuing advanced studies 
and career planning in the following years and face any challenge with faith and confidence.
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Fearghal Curran
Oughteragh, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 0833631232   Email: fearghal.curran@ucdconnect.ie
I am hardworking, enthusiastic and determined to be successful in the forestry industry.  I am sheep 
farmer and always strive for retaining the quality of my herd and upkeep of my land. I chose my 
career path in forestry as it is a growing industry in Ireland and has potential to expand. I have had 
experience and worked with many different companies within the forestry industry such as Coillte, 
Western Forestry Company and Balcas Sawmills. I am passionate about forestry and motivated about 
the ability to do well in Ireland. 

Luke Dowd
Portmarnock, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0879349967                 Email: luke.dowd@ucdconnect.ie 
During my time at UCD, I have studied a broad range of subjects giving me an extensive knowledge 
of all aspects of forestry. My learning has been enhanced by availing of opportunities to study with a 
partner University in Iowa State, USA and gain practical experience working with the Icelandic Forest 
Service. I also gained invaluable experience working with Teagasc where I worked closely with Dr. 
Gerry Douglas on the ash dieback pathogen. I have continued to work in conjunction with Teagasc on 
my final year research project. The knowledge and skills I have gained though these experiences and 
my time at UCD have developed my ability to adapt to various working environments and given me 
a broad range of skills. 

Tom Kenna 
Moneystown, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow 
Phone: 087 2692444 Email: tom.kenna@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a self-motivated, ambitious, hard-working person who is honest, dependable and eager to learn 
new techniques. Coming from a forest contracting background I have developed a keen interest in 
the Forestry Sector. In addition to my forestry background I gained new and valuable experience 
during my work placement with Södra in Sweden. This experience has added considerably to my 
ability to work independently and take on added responsibility and has also shown me the importance 
of networking. I look forward to gaining more experience in this ever growing and changing sector.

Damien Maher
Ratoath, Co. Meath.
Email: damien.maher@ucdconnect.ie  
Returning to college as a mature student was a decision that needed much deliberation however, 
through the gained knowledge and understanding of the forest industry and the key skills developed 
throughout the course, I am confident the correct decision was made. Core modules relating directly to 
professional forestry scenarios and a 16 week PWE placement within the Forest Service have prepared 
me to work as a confident, efficient and dedicated employee with an exceptional awareness of the 
industry. My personal drive and potential as a future forestry professional is further demonstrated by 
my academic achievements and awards to date.

Darren McCabe
Naas, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0852161520  Email: dmccabe@live.ie
I am a hard-working and reliable person with good attention to detail. I have an experience of the 
industry both at home and abroad, having taking part in the foreign exchange program and spent a 
semester studying forestry in Iowa State University. My experience of the Irish industry comes from 
my PWE placement with Greenbelt Ltd, where I gained an insight into the diverse sector of private 
forestry. I am ambitious and always interested in adding to my achievements. My time spent studying 
has led to an ever increasing interest to be a part of this sector.

Forestry
Graduates from this programme will have the knowledge and skills to manage and advise on timber production, 
sustainable forest management and forest related businesses. The programme consists of a mix of biological, 
production and business modules. 
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Eoin Taggart
Ballinatona, Manor Kilbride, Blessington, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0876495274              Email: eoin.taggart@ucdconnect.ie
Having being luck enough to be brought up in a beef farming background, my interest and knowl-
edge of the agriculture industry extends far beyond my forestry degree in UCD.  I consider forestry 
a young and dynamic sector, which I am determined to be a part of in the near future.  During the 
course of my professional placement with Coillte, I was introduced to, and operated within, all 
aspects of the Irish forestry industry.  I am a highly motivated individual, and I feel I owe this to the 
extensive experience I have enjoyed in certain leadership roles, such as UCD Athletics Club Chair-
man, and also as part of the careers committee during my time in UCD.  I am always eager to learn 
and maximise my potential, not just in my career, but in all aspects of my life.

Engineering Technology
This degree programme covers the use of engineering technology in the areas of: food processing, environmental 
control, information technology, mechanisation, buildings, and soil and water. 

Thomas Fox
Trim, Co. Meath  
Phone: 085 7294055    Email: thomas.fox.1@ucdconnect.ie
Throughout my life I have been involved in agriculture, engineering and construction. I have held 
various roles in these sectors from site foreman for a joinery company, head mechanic for a large 
cropping farm in Australia, self-employed builder/agricultural engineer, to spending 6 years restoring 
an 18th century gothic castle. I have a keen interest in automation and fabrication, and I find the 
renewable energy sector very appealing. I have designed, built and installed two biomass heating 
plants for a small castle and large stately home. I’m a firm believer if a job is worth doing it’s worth 
doing right.

Darragh Long
19 the Green, Woodpark, Ballinteer, Dublin 16
Phone: 086-0290821     Email: darragh.long@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, driven, and reliable person, capable as working as part of a team. I am passionate 
about the environment and renewable energy I am keen to apply the knowledge I have gained from 
my time in UCD to practical problems in the workplace.  Studying Engineering Technology has 
enhanced my computer, literacy and research skills with various modules where I have conducted my 
own laboratory research and written scientific reports based on the information I have gathered. It has 
also equipped me with an in-depth knowledge on computer programmes such as Excel, ArcGis and 
AutoCad which will be very useful in future.  

James Maher 
Kilkenny road, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0872257935 Email: james.maher@hotmail.com
Currently a 4th year Engineering technology student graduating this year. I am a very competitive, 
enthusiastic and determined person meaning that I will succeed and thrive in any work environment. I 
come from an agricultural back round where my family own an equestrian centre and through this I’ve 
learned great communication skills by interacting with customers. I’m currently part of the Kilkenny 
senior hurling panel and from this experience I’ve developed great leadership skills and the ability to 
work well as part of a team or individually. I hold a full clean driving licence and am willing to travel.



58

UCD 2018 NOTES



GET MORE OUT OF

FARMING
GET MORE OUT OF

LIFE
www.farmersjournal.ie

Subscribe to farmersjournal.ie for 1 year for just €49 (normally €139).
Call 01-4199525 quoting “UCD2018Off er” to avail of this off er.
Students must have a valid UCD email address.

65%

Student Offer
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UCD Agricultural Science Careers Committee
Agriculture and Food Science Centre
UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4
T: +353 (1) 716 7194
E: agcareers@gmail.com
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AgSoc would like to thank our sponsors


