
Careers in Engineering
First Year Information Session

Nicola Fortune
Career & Skills Consultant



Overview

• Career Opportunities with Engineering

• Preparing for your Career

• Resources and Supports Available in UCD





Career Opportunities for Engineering 
Students

• Many & varied roles as an Engineer

• Many graduate employers seek engineering 
graduates:
– Management consulting

– IT

– Finance

– Fire and Safety

– Technical Sales /Marketing/Writing



Biomedical 
Engineering

Chemical & Bioprocess 
Engineering

Civil 
Engineering

Electrical/Electronic 
Engineering

Energy Systems 
Engineering

Mechanical 
Engineering



Engineering – Transferable Skills

Analytical 
Thinking

Conceptual 
Thinking

Problem solving
Planning and 
organisation

Time 
management

IT skills Numeracy
Flexibility/             

adaptability

Research and 
information 

gathering

Initiative / self-
directed learning





National Skills Bulletin 2015
Growth Sectors:

• Environmental Engineering

• Utilities

• Power

• Clean Technology

Shortages:

• Production & Process 
Engineering, Process Automation 
& System Control, CAD, CAM, 
Production Planning & Supply 
Chain Management

• Product Development  & Design 
Engineering

• Electrical Engineering

• Electronic Engineering

• Chemical Engineering for 
specialised roles in 
biotech/pharma industry



Employer Feedback

Relevant Degree Relevant Experience

Academic Results

Employability Skills
• Teamwork & Communication Skills

• Positive Attitude

• Business and Customer Awareness

• Self-Management Skills

• A Foreign Language/Driving Licence



Preparing for your Career



Know Yourself

Explore 
Opportunities

Decide what to 
do

Take Action

Based on the DOTS model by Law, B. and Watts, A.G. 



Psychometric tests e.g. 

Profiling for Success

www.ucd.ie/careers

GradIreland Careers Report

www.gradireland.com

http://www.ucd.ie/careers
http://www.gradireland.com/


Do some research:

www.prospects.ac.uk

www.gradireland.com

http://targetjobs.co.uk/

http://www.gradcracker.com/

http://www.careerplayer.com/

http://icould.com/

Speak to a Career and Skills 
Consultant!  

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
http://www.gradireland.com/
http://targetjobs.co.uk/
http://www.gradcracker.com/
http://www.careerplayer.com/
http://icould.com/


https://targetjobs.co.uk/ www.prospects.ac.uk

https://gradireland.com/career-
sectors/engineering

http://www.steps.ie/



Note: If you want to be a chartered engineer 
(CEng), make sure that the company you are 

applying to runs a graduate programme 
accredited with Engineers Ireland or The 

Institution of Engineering and Technology.

http://www.engineersireland.com/
http://www.theiet.org/


Would you like this Occupation? 
• The job pays nearly 50,000 a year, has good. benefits and excellent 

health insurance.

• You work around a lot of people.

• You work in rich surroundings.

• You meet many famous people.

• You work night shifts, sometimes rotating shifts.

• You do a lot of standing.

• You work under a lot of pressure.

• You are watched constantly. Your boss is checking on you.

• Some would consider the job immoral.



Make a Plan!

How will you stand out 
from the crowd?



The ‘perfect’ applicant

Academic 
achievement

Work 
experience

Understands 
the 
role/company
/sector Transferable  

skills
Engaged with 

their 
community



1st & 2nd

Year



1st & 
2nd Year

Get involved 
on-campus –

clubs, 
societies etc.

Get a part-
time and/or 
summer job

Do some 
volunteering

Develop your 
portfolio of 

skills

Figure out 
your 

likes/dislikes, 
values, 

interests etc.

Start to build 
your network 

of contacts



Pre-final 
Year



Pre-
Final 
Year

Attend 
Internship/employer 

events

Attend CV and 
interview workshops

Attend skills 
workshops

Learn a language
Do an internship or 

work experience 
placement

Continue to expand 
your network

Start investigating 
graduate study 

options



Final 
Year



Final 
Year

Make sure 
your CV is 
up to date

Refresh 
your 

interview 
techniques

Continue to 
hone your 

transferable 
skills

Attend 
graduate 
employer 

events

Plan time 
out/travel

Apply for 
graduate 
jobs or 

postgrads



Resources and Supports 
Available in UCD



What Does UCD Offer?
Extensive range of clubs and societies, 
volunteering and international opportunities

4 Annual Recruitment Fairs involving 
160+ graduate employers

118 Employer recruitment 
presentations on campus

Employer Led Skills For Working Life 
Programme 

Alumni Career Mentoring

Academic Internships



“Quick Query” meetings and guidance

Personal and professional development 
credit and non bearing modules

Skills workshops and seminars

Jobs portal

Extensive online resources

Access to free psychometric tests

The UCD Career Development Centre



The UCD Career Development Centre 
Online

facebook.com/ucdcareers

http://www.ucd.ie/careers

@ucdcareers

UCD Careers Connect




