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What is critical thinking? 

•  “Critical thinking is one important way of engaging with 
the subject matter of your course. It involves considering 
different points of view and alternative interpretations 
and then entering into a critical dialogue or debate with 
the material you are studying”. Skills4Study 



The realities of study! 



Questions and answers 

•  We are constantly 
surrounded by 
information 

•  Where do you find 
information or 
answers to 
questions? 



Methods	
  for	
  answering	
  ques2ons*	
  

  Intui2on	
  
 What	
  do	
  I	
  think?	
  

  Authority	
  
 What	
  does	
  someone	
  who	
  

knows	
  think?	
  

  Ra2onalism	
  	
  
 What	
  does	
  logic	
  or	
  reason	
  

suggest?	
  

  Empiricism	
  
 What	
  do	
  the	
  available	
  data	
  

suggest?	
  

*Hughes	
  (1999)	
  



All	
  methods	
  have	
  strengths	
  and	
  limita2ons	
  …	
  

  Intui2on	
  
  Authority	
  
  Ra2onalism	
  	
  

  Empiricism	
  

•  Can	
  you	
  iden2fy	
  possible	
  
issues	
  in	
  these	
  methods?	
  



Somebody told me … 

•  Sometimes 
considered as 
anecdotal evidence 

•  But who is the 
source? 

•  Self fulfilling? 

•  I know someone who 
… 

http://www.smbc-comics.com/ 



Answers in the media 



Answers in social media 



Answer	
  from	
  Research	
  

Research	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  source	
  of	
  evidence	
  

BUT	
  …	
  

Important	
  to	
  be	
  confident	
  evalua2ng	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
evidence,	
  and	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  research	
  



Need a method of judging the information 
you gather! 



The role of critical thinking 

•  “Skills in critical thinking bring precision to the way 
you think and work” (Cottrell, 2005, p.4) 

•  Provides you with a basis to evaluate the different 
types of information 

•  Helps turn an opinion into an informed opinion 

Form an opinion Gather 
information Ask a question 

Identify an 
informed 
opinion 

Apply 
critical 

thinking 

Gather 
information 

Ask a 
question ✔

✗ 



Taking a Critical View Means… 

  not taking things you read (or hear) at face value 

  never taking an assumption for granted 

  asking questions (of people and of texts) 

  being thoughtful 

  finding information 

  understanding different approaches and arguments 

  understanding the evidence used to support an 
argument 

  using questions, arguments and evidence in your  
writing  

(Williams, 2009 p. viii) 



Elements of critical thinking 

•  Idenitifying other people’s positions 

•  Evaluating the evidence for other views 

•  Weighing up different positions fairly 

•  Being able to read between the lines 

•  Reflecting on issues in a structured way 

•  Drawing conclusions based on good evidence 

•  Presenting your opinion clearly and in a reasoned 
way 

Cottrell, 2005, p.2 



Some Questions to Ask 

•  What is the main opinion, message or claim being 
presented in the information? 

•  What or who is the source of this claim? 

•  What type of evidence is being used to support the 
opinion or argument? 
–  With research evidence – what type of research is it? 

•  How valid or reliable (trustworthy) is the evidence?  

•  What are the strengths and limitations of the evidence 
being used?  
–  Are there potential sources of bias? 

•  Are there possible alternative explanations? 

•  What is the most likely conclusion based on the evidence? 
After Egan et al 



Resources 



Resources 



Rules to live by … 

•  Take the time to 
weigh up 
information 

•  Look for other 
possible views 

•  Be aware of the 
quality of the 
source 


