
Michael Ladisch 

UCD Library, February 2014 

Keeping 

Current in 

Your Field of 

Research 



Michael Ladisch 

UCD Library, February 2014 

Keeping Current 

• Keeping current with new ways of keeping current is a 

big job! 

• Now more than ever new(ish) technologies, tools and 

services exist to help you. 

• Online tools can help (blogs, podcasts, email lists…) 

• Alerting services, both by email and RSS feeds, can 

keep you up-to-date with research in your field. 
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• Social Tools – Blogging, Twitter 

• Social Networking for Researchers 

• Other methods (Podcasts, Preprint, Email discussion 

lists) 

• Alerts  

– Email 

– RSS 

 

Today’s Session 
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Before your start 

Before signing up: 

• Be aware that your profile is public 

• Read the small print 

• Who owns the data? 

• Third party services can close down; they can be 

sold 
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Before your start 

http://tosdr.org 

“I have read and 

agree to the Terms” 

is the biggest lie on 

the web. 

http://tosdr.org/
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Blogs 

http://wordpress.com/ 

http://www.blogger.com/ 

http://www.typepad.com/ 

http://wordpress.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.typepad.com/
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• Academic blogs can 

be interesting 

sources of new and 

cutting edge 

research. 

• PhD students start 

blogging to put their 

thoughts out there – 

bounce ideas off 

others and invite 

comments to further 

enhance their 

journey towards their 

finished 

dissertations. 
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In addition to individuals, there are blogs from 

respected journals and academic institutions …. 

http://blogs.bmj.com/ 

http://blogs.bmj.com/
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In addition to individuals, there are blogs from 

respected journals and academic institutions …. 

http://blogs.bmj.com/ 

http://blogs.bmj.com/
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In addition to individuals, there are blogs from 

respected journals and academic institutions …. 

http://blog.oup.com/ 

http://blog.oup.com/
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In addition to individuals, there are blogs from 

respected journals and academic institutions …. 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/ / 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/
http://blog.oup.com/
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Looking for blogs of interest? 

http://researchblogging.com/ 

http://researchblogging.com/
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https://twitter.com/ 

Basics…  

• Communications are called “tweets”  

• 140 characters or less!  

• Subjects referred to by using a hashtag “#”  

• Refer to someone by using “@” before their 

username  

• Can “retweet” – send on tweets from others 

to your followers  

https://twitter.com/
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https://twitter.com/ 

• Get updates on school activities, events, guest 

speakers … 

• Get updates from conferences, seminars … 

• Tweet about new publications 

• Get feedback on ideas … 

• Great for reaching external audiences 

 

• Remember…all tweets are public! 

 

https://twitter.com/
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Twitter feeds can be useful for up to the minute 

updates on topics of interest, including real time 

conference updates ! 
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https://twitter.com/ 

Lists of academic tweeters by LSE (by discipline): 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/

09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/ 

 

Twitter guide 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/

09/29/twitter-guide/ 

https://twitter.com/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/02/academic-tweeters-your-suggestions-in-full/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/29/twitter-guide/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/29/twitter-guide/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/29/twitter-guide/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/09/29/twitter-guide/
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Follow or 

tweet from 

conferences 
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https://hootsuite.com/ 

 

Manage multiple social 

media accounts 

https://hootsuite.com/
https://hootsuite.com/
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Scholarly Social Networks 

http://ie.linkedin.com/ 

https://www.researchgate.net/  

http://www.academia.edu/ 

http://www.ssrn.com/ 

General Social Networks 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

http://twitter.com/ 

http://ie.linkedin.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/
https://www.researchgate.net/
http://www.academia.edu/
http://www.ssrn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/
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ResearchGate 

http://www.researchgate.net/ 

Medicine 

658,000 

Social 

Sciences 

83,000 

Engineering 

364,000 

Biology 

522,000 

http://www.researchgate.net/
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ResearchGate 

Fact sheet: 

• Started in 2008 

• Membership is free 

• 3 million members (Nov. 2013) 

• More than 11 million papers (= 50 million 

abstracts) 

• More than 15,000 job listings 

• 1,626 members from UCD (with 7,844 

publications) 
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ResearchGate 



Michael Ladisch 

UCD Library, February 2014 

Academia.edu 

http://www.academia.edu/ 

http://www.academia.edu/
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Academia.edu 

Fact sheet: 

• Started in 2008 

• Membership is free 

• 5.4 million members (Nov. 2013) 

• More than 1.6 million papers 

• 5 million unique visitors per month 

• 1,060 members from UCD 
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Academia.edu 
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Other Networks 

• LinkedIn – multidisciplinary (& commercial) - 

https://ie.linkedin.com/ 

• VIVO – multidisciplinary - http://vivoweb.org/ 

• Social Science Research Network - 

http://www.ssrn.com/ 

• Kudos – multidisciplinary - http://www.growkudos.com/ 

• Epernicus – Science - 

https://www.epernicus.com/network 

 

https://ie.linkedin.com/
http://vivoweb.org/
http://www.ssrn.com/
http://www.growkudos.com/
https://www.epernicus.com/network
https://www.epernicus.com/network
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Podcasts 
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Podcasts - iTunes 
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Podcasts - iTunes 
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Podcasts – Apps for mobile devices 

Downcast 

iCatcher 

Pocket Casts 

Podcasts 

Instacast 
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http://www.youtube.com/education 

http://www.youtube.com/education
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Preprint Servers 

http://arxiv.org/ 

http://arxiv.org/
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Preprint Servers 

http://arxiv.org/ 

http://arxiv.org/
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Preprint Servers 

http://arxiv.org/help/rss 

Setting up a RSS feed 

http://arxiv.org/help/rss
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Email Discussion Lists 

• Good method for keeping informed about 

particular areas of research 

 

• Discussion of topics can be quite 

specialised 

 

• Options for how often you receive emails 

from the group 
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Email Discussion Lists 

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/ 

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/
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Email Discussion Lists 

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/ 

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/
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Email Discussion Lists 

http://www.lsoft.com/catalist.html 

http://www.lsoft.com/catalist.html
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Email alerts 

• Setup is usually simple 

• Available for new contents, search histories, 

citations, etc. 

• Sometimes requires you to sign up first 
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Email alerts 
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Email alerts 
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Citation alerts 
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Google alerts 

http://www.google.ie/alerts 
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Google Scholar alerts 
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Google Scholar alerts 
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Google Scholar alerts 
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Google Scholar alerts 
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RSS Feeds 

Rich Site Summary = 

Really Simple 

Syndication 

Allows web content to 

be syndicated. 

 

Bottom line: 

You don’t have to visit 

a website in order to 

view its content. 

An RSS document, or 

“feed”, contains a 

summary of content 

from a website – title, 

description and a link 

to the actual content 

wherever it resides on 

the Web. 
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RSS Feeds 

In order to read these RSS feeds, you 

need an RSS reader. 

RSS readers can be either Web-based or 

software you download onto your 

computer. 

Majority are freely available! 

Advantages: 

• Save time 

• Convenience – have all your updates 

come to one portal 

• Keep updates separate from email 

(spam, blocked messages, etc.) 

• Don’t have to give out personal 

details (well, not always at least) 
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RSS Feeds 

Wherever you see icons such as these: 

 

 

 

 

 

It means you can subscribe to the website’s 

RSS feed and receive updates! 
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RSS Feeds 

Get RSS feeds for: 

• Newspaper/Magazine articles 

• Scholarly journals 

• Table of Contents 

• Saved searches 

• Citation of articles 

• Blogs 

• Podcasts 

• Websites (e.g. UCD Library) 
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RSS Feeds 

• Many publishers are now offering some kind of RSS 

option for keeping up to date with articles, citations, 

searches …
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RSS Feeds 

http://www.rte.ie/rss/ 

http://www.rte.ie/rss/
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RSS Feeds 
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RSS Feeds 
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RSS Feeds 
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RSS Feeds 
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RSS Feeds 

http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk 

http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk/
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RSS Feeds 

http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk 

http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk/
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RSS Readers 

www.feedly.com/  



Michael Ladisch 

UCD Library, February 2014 

RSS Readers 

www.feedly.com/  
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RSS Readers 

www.feedly.com/  
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RSS Readers 

https://www.feedly.com/ 

http://digg.com 

http://www.newsblur.com/ 

http://theoldreader.com/ 

http://www.netvibes.com/  

https://www.feedly.com/
http://digg.com/
http://www.newsblur.com/
http://theoldreader.com/
http://www.netvibes.com/
http://www.netvibes.com/


Michael Ladisch 

UCD Library, February 2014 

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide feedback at 

http://goo.gl/4BEYAb  

Contact: 
Phone: +353 (0)1 716 7530  

Email: michael.ladisch@ucd.ie  

Twitter: MichaelUCDLib  

ORCID: http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0124-5582  

LinkedIn: http://ie.linkedin.com/pub/michael-ladisch/60/6a9/38b/  

Presentation is available at 

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide106.pdf 
 

http://goo.gl/4BEYAb
http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide106.pdf
http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide106.pdf

