[image: ]EXERCISE


[image: ]


Developing an Academic Advising approach: School exercise	
	
This exercise can help schools to develop a local approach to academic advising and ideally should be undertaken at a meeting of relevant academic staff, professional staff and students.  
What is Academic Advising?
Academic advising is part of the educational experience, where students are supported by faculty in making appropriate choices from a wide range of opportunities towards achieving realistic academic and professional goals.

Objectives of Academic Advising
1. To evaluate personal interests and abilities leading to the creation of realistic academic and professional goals.
2. To develop an educational plan that leads to the timely completion of educational goals.
3. To develop the critical thinking and independent decision-making skills to make and accept responsibility for academic decisions.
4. To understand the most appropriate choices to make in order to achieve goals (module or major choices).
5. To know what the most appropriate research opportunities are to support their educational and professional goals.
6. To know what the most appropriate internship, study abroad and or co and extra-curricular opportunities are to support educational and professional goals.
Consider what elements of current school activities fit with achieving the objectives and principles of academic advising and then answer the questions below.  If time allows it, participants are encouraged to prepare a response to question 4 ahead of the meeting.

	
1.
	
What elements of current school activities are working well?

	












	
2.
	
What are the gaps?


	








	
3.
	
Are there key areas that students should focus on to enhance their academic success and how can academic advising support this?  Answer this by stage.   


	
Stage 1


	









	
Stage 2


	








	
Stage 3


	










	
4.
	
Share your thoughts on how a local approach to academic advising could work.
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